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Peter L. Berger, The Many Altars of Modernity: Toward a
Paradigm for Religion in a Pluralist Age. Boston/Berlin:
Walter de Gruyter, 2014. $49.95. 147pp.

Peter Berger argues that secularization theory should be
replaced by a nuanced theory of pluralism. He outlines
in this book the possible foundations for such a theory,
addressing a wide range of issues spanning individual
faith, interreligious societies, and the political order. The
new paradigm argues for a more considered understand-
ing of religion and pluralism in an age of multiple
modernities.

Murray Milner, Jr., Elites: A General Model. Malden, MA:
Polity Press, 2015. $24.95. 203pp.

Sociologist, Murray Milner, Jr., outlines a new typology
of economic, political, and cultural elites, drawing atten-
tion to the important role of non-elites. He investigates
patterns of cooperation and conflict between and within
elite groups, applying his model to three distinctly dif-
ferent societies—ancient India, Classical Athens, and
the contemporary United States—highlighting impor-
tant structural commonalities across these otherwise
very dissimilar societies.

Alexander T. Riley, Angel Patriots: The Crash of United
Flight 93 and the Myth of America. New York: New York
University Press, 2015. $30.00. 317pp.

Sociologist, Alexander T. Riley, contends that the crash
of United Flight 93, the fourth plane hijacked on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, represents an important moment in the
creation of an American myth about national identity

and collective memory. His explorations of this process,
of death, heroism, and sacrifice lead him to a reconsid-
eration of America’s civil religion and of religion in
general.

Matthew B. Crawford, The World Beyond Your Head: On
Becoming an Individual in an Age of Distraction. New York:
Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2015. $26.00. 284pp..

Matthew B. Crawford, Senior Fellow at the University
of Virginia’s Institute for Advanced Culture, makes
sense of an astonishing array of common experience,
from the frustrations of airport security to the rise of
the hipster. He shows that our current crisis of attention
is only superficially the result of digital technology, and
becomes more comprehensible when understood as the
coming to fruition of certain assumptions at the root of
Western culture that are profoundly at odds with human
nature.

Jonathan Zimmerman, Too Hot to Handle: A Global History
of Sex Education. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press,
2015. $29.95. 216pp.

As Jonathan Zimmerman, historian of education at New
York University, shows, the controversial subject of sex
education began in the West and spread steadily around
the world over the past century. As people crossed bor-
ders, however, they joined hands to block sex education
from most of their classrooms. Examining key
players who supported and opposed the sex educa-
tion movement, Zimmerman takes a close look at
one of the most debated and divisive hallmarks of
modern schooling.
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