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Simon Singer, America’s Safest City: Delinquency and Mo-
dernity in Suburbia. New York: New York University Press,
2014. $26.00. 320pp.

Singer, professor of criminology and criminal justice at
Northeastern University, examines juvenile delinquency
in an affluent suburb in New York State. He documents
the numerous ways that parents, teachers, coaches, and
officials help to ameliorate the potential difficulties that
adolescents face, preventing most from deeper involve-
ment in criminal behavior. The book is among the first
to define the power of modernity to shape more stable
selves.

Nigel Dodd, The Social Life of Money. Princeton, NJ:
Princeton University Press, 2014. $35.00. 444pp.

Dodd, professor of sociology at the London School of
Economics, offers a comprehensive overview of new
ways to think about money in a post-financial crisis
world. Drawing on a wide-range of monetary theorists
hitherto less thought of as such, including Nietzsche,
Deleuze, Baudrillard, Derrida, and Negri, the book draws
out the utopian aspects of money and the ways in which
its transformation could in turn transform society.

David Conway, With Friends Like These . . . Why Britain
Should Leave the EU–And How. London: Civitas, 2014.
$21.00. 157pp.

David Conway, professional research fellow of the
London-based Civitas, taught philosophy for over
30 years at Middlesex University where he was head
of the School of Philosophy and Religious Studies. He
voted against British membership of the EEC in the

1975 Referendum, having been persuaded by the argu-
ment that the attendant loss of sovereignty would be too
high a price to pay, whatever economic benefits it prom-
ised. Conway argues the options that are necessary to
consider as the result of the new “Euroskepticism”.

Irving Howe, A Voice Still Heard: Selected Essays of Irving
Howe. Ed., Nina Howe. New Haven: Yale University Press,
2014. $40.00. 426pp.

Irving Howe (1920–1993) exemplified a commitment to
writing and its expression in politics, culture, and liter-
ature that defined a generation of public intellectuals
before social media, sound bites, and tweets. His writ-
ings ranged over politics, literature, Judaism, and the
tumults of American society with a grace and lucidity
that earned him praise then, and continues to do so two
decades on.

Jason, Rodriquez, Labors of Love: Nursing Homes and the
Structures of Care Work. New York: New York University
Press, 2014. $24.00. 207pp.

Every day for the next 20 years, more than
10,000 people in the United States will turn 65.
With life expectancies increasing as well, many
of these Americans will eventually require round-
the-clock attention. In Labors of Love, Jason
Rodriquez, assistant professor of sociology at the
University of Missouri-Columbia, examines the
world of the fast-growing elder care industry,
providing a nuanced and balanced portrait of the
day-to-day lives of the people and organizations
that devote their time to supporting America’s
aging population.

Soc (2015) 52:86
DOI 10.1007/s12115-014-9866-y


	Society’s Books of Note

