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Wilfred M. McClay and Ted V. McAllister, eds., Why Place
Matters: Geography, Identity, and Civic Life in Modern
America. New York: Encounter Books, 2014. $25.99. 304pp.

McClay and McAllister assemble various writers’ per-
spectives on the significance of “place” and com-
munity in describing and defining American
identity. They ask, “Do we, in losing our places,
lose the crucial basis for healthy and resilient
individual identity, and for the cultivation of
public virtues? … Are there ways that intelligent
public policy can begin to address them con-
structively, by means of reasonable and demo-
cratic innovations that are likely to attract wide
public support?”

Lenn E. Goodman, Religious Pluralism and Values in the
Public Sphere. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2014.
$28.99. 224pp.

Goodman of Vanderbilt University asks “How can we,
as people and communities with different religions and
cultures, live together with integrity? Does tolerance
require us to deny our deep differences or give up all
claims to truth, to trade our received traditions for skep-
ticism or relativism?”He argues for a vital pluralism that
allows for open debate while affirming that it is possible
to learn from one another's traditions and explorations
without abandoning one’s own.

Elizabeth Lunbeck, The Americanization of Narcissism.
Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2014. $30.00.
367pp.

Lunbeck of Vanderbilt University redefines the legacy
of critiques of narcissism that began in earnest in the
1970s with Christopher Lasch’s The Culture of
Narcissism. Her intellectual history adds new insights
not only to a particular historical moment when social
criticism turned to psychoanalysis but the enduring
questions about how self and society are reflected in
changing debates about the nature of culture.

John R. Thelin, Essential Documents in the History of
American Higher Education. Baltimore, MD: The Johns
Hopkins University Press, 2014. $29.95. 358pp.

Thelin, the leading historian of higher education in
America, has added to his now standard A History of
American Higher Education, a source book of original
documents that reflect that history as it was written
about by those directing and observing it. The lively
and trenchant accounts range from the charter for the
College of Rhode Island (1764) to an excerpt from
Groucho Marx’s film Horse Feathers.

Melvyn L. Fein, Redefining Higher Education. New
Brunswick, NJ: Transaction Publishers, 2014. $44.95. 306pp.

Fein, a sociologist at Kennesaw StateUniversity, addresses
the calls for reform of higher education in America. He
argues for greater focus on merit, responsibility, and uni-
versalism, as they can be achieved by self-directed leaders
who do best for their students coming from disparate and
diverse circumstances. Against one size fits all, Fein offers
a pathway to better accountability among what he de-
scribes as a “democratic elite”.
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