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Foreword

This Special Issue contains the contributions of invited speakers and eminent
personalities who participated in the 21st National Symposium on Catalysis
(CATSYMP21) held at CSIR-Indian Institute of Chemical Technology, Hyderabad,
India during 11–13 February, 2013. Catalysis Society of India organizes biennial
symposia in which researchers from India and abroad, working in the area of
catalysis, participate regularly. The response for the 21st National Symposium on
Catalysis with the theme ‘Catalysis for Sustainable Development’ was overwhelming
with attendance of more than 400 scientists/researchers belonging to various sectors
such as Government and Private R&D laboratories, Defence laboratories, Univer-
sities, NITs, IITs in India and R&D professionals from different countries like USA,
Switzerland, Germany, Australia, Japan, Malaysia, Denmark, France, Spain and
United Kingdom who presented their expertise/R&D findings in the form of 12 plenary
lectures, 33 invited lectures, 63 oral presentations and 207 poster presentations
during 3 days.

The theme of the symposium was aptly coined to address present day scientific
challenges and technological demands of the chemical industry and R&D. The main
focus of the conference was on the recent advances in catalytic science and
technology for sustainable development. The topics in this special issue cover diverse
range of areas pertaining to catalysis in the form of 23 manuscripts. The Organizers
of CATSYMP21 thank the Indian Academy of Sciences, Bangalore and the Editor,
Journal of Chemical Sciences for agreeing to bring out this special issue and their
constant support and encouragement. The organizers are grateful to all the authors
for their timely contributions, and the reviewers for their valuable comments which
really helped in improving the quality of the manuscripts. We thank the Editorial staff
of the Journal for their whole-hearted cooperation in bringing out this special issue.
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