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As stated by Faure, we too have serious doubts about the

fact that true plague (i.e., infection by Yersinia pestis) did

play a direct role in the mechanism and cause of death of

Saint-Louis in 1270. The absence of any plague buboes in

all descriptions of the king’s body is the first reason. Sec-

ondly, according to many scholars, this epidemic was

clearly absent from northern Africa at this period [1].

Based on the medical description of Saint-Louis, Faure

asked for complementary analyses on the mummified

intestines, for any positivity for malaria testing. This would

serve no purpose as malaria did not cause the final symp-

tomatology of the King.

Diarrhea attributable to malaria is thought to be much

more common among children and non-immune adults

with hyperparasitemia [2], which does not fit with the case

of Saint-Louis. Moreover, it has to be said that the iden-

tification of Plasmodium within the remains of a dead

body, even of archeological origin, does not imply a death

related to malaria: Plasmodium vivax was identified within

the putrefaction fluid deposits [3] of the French queen

Charlotte de Savoie (who died in 1483 at the age of

42 years, of a respiratory disease) and the official King’s

mistress Agnès Sorel (who died in 1450 at the age of

28 years, of acute mercury poisoning) independently from

their cause of death [4].

At this moment, we are still testing samples of Saint-

Louis’ embalmed intestines for viruses, bacteria, and par-

asites that could be compatible with the dysenteric syn-

drome presented by the King and his court at the moment

of the 8th Crusade. Shigella, E. Coli, and amebiasis

infection would fit best with the historical descriptions by

the chronicler of this episode, Jean of Joinville [5].
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