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 The TMS Bladesmithing Competition returns to the 
TMS 2017 Annual Meeting & Exhibition (TMS2017) to 

metallurgical skills of university 
student teams from around 
the world. As they were in the 
inaugural contest at TMS2015, 
competitors will be challenged to 
produce a knife or sword blade 
formed by hand hammering or trip 
hammer forging. Bladesmithing 
entries will be displayed and 
judged during the course of 
TMS2017, taking place February 
26–March 2, 2017, in San Diego, 
California.
 New for 2017 is the TMS 

Wadsworth-Sherby Bladesmithing  Grand Prize of 
$2,000 that will be awarded to the top team. The prize is 
made possible through the generous support of Jeffrey 

Battelle, in honor of the contributions of his late mentor, 

Oleg Sherby, of Stanford University. Wadsworth and 
Sherby are internationally recognized for unlocking the 
secrets of Damascus steel and other ancient swordmaking 
processes. Teams placing second and third, as well as 
honorable mention, will likewise receive cash prizes.
 Returning competitors will also notice several 
adjustments to contest process, based on feedback from the 
2015 event. Many of these serve to focus on the importance 
of managing safety in metalworking processes. “Safety 

School of Mines and Technology and TMS Bladesmithing 
Committee chair. “Students need to coordinate with a 
faculty advisor to discuss safety procedures and must apply 

for the 2017 TMS Bladesmithing Competition, as well as 
resources that can serve as a starting point for implementing 
safety practices, are posted on the competition website at 
www.tms.org/Bladesmithing2017.
 As another safety measure, the competition has 
implemented a formal blade check-in and check-out 

judged on their presentation of safety compliance.
 In addition to their blades, teams will be required to 
submit a short video, a technical report, and a technical 
poster. To assist with the development of these elements, 
the judging rubrics with the criteria for each of these entry 
elements have been posted on www.tms.org
/Bladesmithing2017.
 Jasthi notes that the rigor of the TMS Bladesmithing 
Competition makes it “a great opportunity for students 
to present their blacksmithing skills at an international 
meeting, while also giving them a better understanding of 
the thermo-mechanical processing principles behind their 

 “I believe that students have great creative potential and 

Jasthi continued. “The TMS Bladesmithing 
Competition is a chance for them to 
demonstrate that creativity, as well as reinforce  
their materials knowledge.

Important Bladesmithing Dates
Registration is now open www.tms.org/Bladesmithing2017. 
Department Chair Letter Due: November 1, 2016
Registration Closes: November 10, 2016
Space is limited and entries will be accepted on a fi rst come, 
fi rst served basis. 
Poster, Video, and Report Submission: 
January 12, 2017
Blade Check In: February 27, 2017, 10 a.m. to 11 a.m.
Blade Check Out: March 1, 2017, 2 p.m. 
Check the bladesmithing website regularly for competition 
updates. 
The TMS2017 Bladesmithing Competition is made possible, in part, from 
the generous support of the American Institute of Mining, Metallurgical, 
and Petroleum Engineers (AIME) and Battelle.

Bharat Jasthi
Chair, 

TMS Bladesmithing 
Committee

JOM, Vol. 68, No. 7, 2016

DOI: 10.1007/s11837-016-1976-0
Ó 2016 The Minerals, Metals & Materials Society

1754


	TMS BLADEMITHING COMPETITION HEATS UP 



