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“As I am big on 

transparency, 

let me pull back 

the curtain and 

give you some 

highlights from my 

most recent talk.”

“Who are you? Who, who? Who, who? Who are you? Who, who? Who, who?  
Who are you? Who, who? Who, who? Who are you? Who, who? Who, who?”

—The Who, “Who Are You?”

 One of my favorite functions at the TMS Annual Meeting & Exhibition is the TMS Past 
Presidents Luncheon. Here, 15 or so former presidents of the society gather to catch up, 
reminisce, receive an update on the TMS Foundation, learn what’s happening with our 
antecedent organization AIME, induct the newest past president into the Order of the New 
Fossil, and hear an informal presentation from the executive director about the state of the 
society. I think of the latter as my “Who Are We Today?” talk. The past presidents seem to 
enjoy this summary, and I enjoy preparing and presenting it. Happily, I repurpose it throughout 
the year when giving TMS talks to other audiences.
 And speaking of repurposing . . . one important audience that I miss with my presentation is 
the readership of this very journal—the members of TMS. You are TMS, and you are who this 
presentation is about. You, you. You, you. As I am big on transparency, let me pull back the 
curtain and give you some highlights from my most recent talk.
 Board of Directors focus: The big news concerned the just-adopted 2018 TMS Strategic 

manufacturing innovation. Within this context, I spent a fair amount of time discussing last 

summer 2016. A related action was the adoption of a formal anti-harassment policy—the board 
is unreservedly committed to making TMS a welcoming society for all members. The board 
is also enthusiastically pursuing international collaborations, especially in the Americas, the 
Middle East, and Asia. And, of course, the board is passionate about supporting the efforts of 
the TMS Foundation Board of Trustees.  
 State of the business:

professionals.
 Leading Indicators: I’m a data wonk, so I pay a lot of attention to numbers and trendlines 

JOM

percent by industry, and 12 percent by government. 
 If you would like to hear the full presentation in the future, it is never too late to start yourself 
on the path toward becoming a future past president. The lunch is pretty good, too!
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	in the final analysis



