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The TMS Board Goes to Washington
Lynne Robinson
 “The news reporting on the U.S. 
Congress is usually pretty dire, but when 
you peel back the onion, there are plenty 
of good people trying to do good things. 
We met a lot of those people.”
 That was the assessment of Edward 
D. Herderick, TMS Board Director/
Public & Governmental Affairs (PG&A), 
on a recent visit to Capitol Hill made 
by a contingent of TMS Board and 
PG&A Committee members. Organized 
into three groups, these TMS leaders 
chalked up a dozen individual meetings 
with congressional staff by the end of a 
whirlwind day. 
 The overarching goal was to acquaint 
members of the Senate and House of 
Representatives with TMS as a resource 
for unbiased insights from technical 
experts within the society’s membership. 
“It’s vital to have sound science and 

technology input as a foundation for 
policy making,” commented Herderick, 
who played a leadership role in 
organizing and preparing for the visits. 
“That’s why I was so pleased with this 
experience—Some of the most recognized 
experts in our membership were offered a 
valuable opportunity to share nonpartisan, 
technical views with congressional staff.”
 The visits occurred on July 31—a busy 
day of last-minute voting right before 
Congress’s summer recess. Even so, 
Herderick noted that all the congressional 
staffers made the time to listen actively 
and exchange perspectives on an array 
of topics. These included the importance 
of critical materials, funding for science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics 

travel authorization, visa application 
policies and processes, and issues related 

to manufacturing.
    “Visiting with 
congressional 
staff members was 
particularly valuable 
in terms of our ability 
to raise awareness of 
the range of issues 
addressed by TMS,” 
said David F. Bahr, 
TMS Board Director/
Member & Student 
Development. 

that were primarily 
concerned with 
outreach and K–12 
STEM initiatives. 
We were able to let 
them know about 
outreach efforts such 

Finishing up a busy day on Capitol Hill are: (front row, from left) Mary 
Samsa, Jeffrey Fergus, Robert Hyers, Patrice Turchi, Hani Henein, Saryu 
Fensin, (back row, from left) James Robinson, David Bahr, Kenneth Kort, 
Paul Kanitra, Edward Herderick, David DeYoung, and Nile Elam.

as Comic-taniumTM.       

focused on large 
federal research and 
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development programs. Of course, this is 
a topic near and dear to many of us. And 

start-ups and critical materials—or in the 
parlance of Washington, ‘jobs, jobs, and 
jobs.’ Raising awareness of what TMS 
members do to help create jobs in their 
districts really resonated with them.”
 While staffers did bring up questions 

the focus of the discussions was on laying 
the groundwork for future dialogue as 
issues evolved. “Policy work takes time, 
and when you are in the position of being 
an information source, you need to be 
aware that you are in it for the long term,” 
he said.
 Jeffrey Fergus, TMS Board Director/

Professional Development, believes that 
establishing those lines of communication 

greatest value of the visits was to develop 
improved mutual understanding,” he said. 
“We, as scientists and engineers, can 
highlight aspects of the issues that may 
not be familiar to congressional staffers, 
and they can provide us with insight 
into what they need to see to serve 
their constituencies and support 
legislation.”
 For additional information on the 
TMS Public & Governmental Affairs 
Committee, visit http://www.tms.org
/PGA/PGAHome.aspx or contact Mary 
Samsa, TMS Foundation and Public 
Affairs Manager, at msamsa@tms.org.

TMS Board Seeks Nominations for the Next Presidential 
Rotation
 Nominations for Vice President/
President/Past President—also known as the 
presidential rotation—of the TMS Board of 
Directors for the 2016–2019 term are being 
accepted until January 31, 2015.

individual will function in the position of 
Vice President, serving in the place of the 
President, when necessary, and assisting 
the President in implementing policies 
and programs of the Board of Directors. 
The second year, the individual will 

serve as President, representing the entire 
membership in carrying out the professional 
and business activities of the organization. 
The Past President closes the term.
 Nomination packets must include a 
completed Board Nominee Statement Form 
and supporting documents—including three 

members and a two-page description of the 
nominee’s past and present service with 
TMS. Potential nominees can also submit an 

Elections take place in August, and the new 
Vice President/President/Past President 

Meeting & Exhibition. 
 To access a complete job description 

Statement Form, log on to the TMS 
Members Only home page and navigate 
to “Submit Board Nominations.” For 
additional information, contact Nancy 
Lesko, TMS Executive and Governance 
Administrator, at nlesko@tms.org.

TMS Board Actions at a Glance
Meeting of August 1, 2014

 Meetings:
Approved the 2015 Aluminum Cast Shop Science and Technology Course, May 
11–15, 2015 in Evansville, Indiana.
Approved the 2015 Metallurgical and Materials Engineering Professional Engineer  
Licensing Examination Preparation Course, August 2015, Warrendale, Pennsylvania.
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