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Suzanne Mohney

Suzanne Mohney Leaves a Legacy of Growth with the 
Journal of Electronic Materials
 Suzanne Mohney’s involvement with 

the Journal of Electronic 
Materials (JEM) began when she 

JEM paper 
in 1996. Over the next decade, 
she progressed to guest editor, 
associate editor, and interim 

the role of editor-in-chief in 
2007. On September 30, Mohney 
will step down as editor to focus 
on her expanded responsibilities 
at The Pennsylvania State 
University (Penn State), where 
she was recently appointed Chair 
of the Intercollege Graduate 
Program in Materials Science 
and Engineering. She is also 
a professor of both materials 
science and engineering and 
electrical engineering at Penn 
State.

 “I chose to edit JEM because its scope 
was a good match with my research 
efforts,” said Mohney. One thing she 

found to be rewarding in publishing 
the journal was being part of the 
collective effort of many people. “It 

many dedicated editors, reviewers, 
and board members,” Mohney said.
 Mohney also appreciates the 
professional growth that she 
experienced along the way, as her 

started as editor, I was necessarily 
focused on many new day-to-day 
responsibilities,” she said. “Later, 

to expand the editorial team became 
one of the most valuable things that 
I did. As the number of submissions 

but more routine, aspects of editing 
papers.”
 It is that tremendous growth in the 
journal’s content and scope that Mohney 

pleased that JEM has grown so much since 
2007,” she said. “By the numbers, the 
journal is the strongest that it has ever been. 
We published more than 500 articles last 
year—nearly twice as many as in 2007—
and JEM experienced a bit of boost in its 
Impact Factor recently. The community 
of authors, reviewers, and editors also 
continues to expand.”
 “Suzanne has been a superlative editor 
for the Journal of Electronic Materials. 
I well recall her starting nearly a decade 

of following the original editor, Ted 
Harmon, who was retiring,” said James 
J. Robinson, TMS Executive Director. 
“Suzanne certainly put her own unique 
imprint on the journal. During her term, 
the journal grew in international reach, in 
number of manuscripts published, and in 
Impact Factor. That’s impressive! It is no 
exaggeration to say that she has made a 
clear and lasting impact on this estimable 
publication. We at TMS all wish her 
continued success as she focuses on her 
research and teaching at Penn State.”

and her editor role at JEM, Mohney 
has also held leadership positions with 
the American Vacuum Society and the 
Electronic Materials Committee, which 
organizes the Electronic Materials 

juggling these many professional 
commitments was challenging while 
serving as JEM editor, but believes the 
experience has been a valuable one. “It’s 
important to consider the time commitment 

editor-in-chief of a journal,” she said. 
“Many people will be counting on you! 
However, if the time is right, editing a 
journal provides a great opportunity to 

stay abreast of emerging research topics, 

profession.”
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