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Change is consequent upon a new season. In the Northern hemisphere,
Spring brings forth new life and promises summer; in the Southern,
Autumn prepares plants and animals for winter. Archaeologies is no differ-
ent. This month sees the first issue under a new editorial team (Figures 1
and 2) which provides us with a valuable opportunity to restate for both
new and more established readers our vision of the journal, its role in pro-
moting the World Archaeological Congress as an institution, and the disci-
pline of archaeology as a global force.

Our New Editor

John Carman obtained his PhD from Cambridge University in 1993 after a
career in commercial administration. He has since developed research

Figure 1. John Carman

E
D
IT
O
R
IA
L

A
R
C
H
A
E
O
LO

G
IE
S

V
o
lu
m
e
12

N
u
m
b
er

1
A
p
ri
l
2
0
1
6

� 2016 World Archaeological Congress 1

Archaeologies: Journal of the World Archaeological Congress (� 2016)

DOI 10.1007/s11759-016-9291-5

http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1007/s11759-016-9291-5&amp;domain=pdf
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1007/s11759-016-9291-5&amp;domain=pdf


interests in two areas of archaeology: the management of archaeological
resources, with a focus on theorising the field and a special interest in
issues of value and ownership, and Conflict Archaeology, especially on his-
toric battlefields. He attended his first WAC at Barquisimeto (Venezuela)
in 1990 and subsequently attended those in Cape Town (1999) and Dublin
(2008): he will also attend WAC8 in Kyoto this summer. He has previously
published in Archaeologies in issue 7 (2011). John is especially interested in
the way archaeology ‘works’ as a global field and he takes the view that
archaeology is one of very few (and maybe the only) humanities disciplines
in which practitioners from different parts of the world with interests in
divergent material can nonetheless engage in meaningful discussion.

The Work of the Journal

The editors are keen to see Archaeologies recognised as a distinctive—and
loud—voice in global archaeology, and we seek contributions that serve
that wider aim. As our recent call for papers put it, we seek papers ‘‘of
general archaeological concern from any area of the world that will inform
archaeological practice, theory or understanding more widely and can espe-
cially challenge local and global power geometries. As part of our mission
and distinctiveness we recognise the especial importance of non-Western
epistemologies and intellectual traditions and are keen to represent these in

Figure 2. Jan Turek (photograph by Petr Berounský)
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our pages. We are also keen to encourage younger colleagues to contribute
to debates at the global level in the belief that they have new and distinc-
tive perceptions of archaeology and its place in the world’’. We especially
welcome contributions from those areas of the world not regularly repre-
sented in high-profile publications and representing views of archaeology
from those who engage with archaeologists but perhaps do not identify
themselves as archaeologists. Archaeologies is distinctive in its global cover-
age and geographical range, publishing papers of global significance with a
high impact on the development of archaeology as a global endeavour.

In choosing our contributions, we identify those aspects that will not only
appeal to a global readership, but will also advance the aims and profile of
archaeology as a field of enquiry and—crucially—action in the world. WAC
itself is more than a mere gathering of those with an interest in studying the
past: its principles reflect a keen sense of moral responsibility for the here and
now, and for engagements of archaeological professionals with those whose
pasts we seek to uncover. Archaeologies reflects and confirms these concerns.
Our role is not merely to provide a place to report on the practice of archaeol-
ogy globally—as other journals also do—but to act as a locus for the develop-
ment of ideas as to what archaeology could and should be. Archaeologies lies at
the forefront of the global discipline and we seek contributions that will con-
firm and progress this agenda. We therefore place an important burden on
our contributors: in a world where increasingly academics are required to
demonstrate the international significance of their work (see e.g.
https://theconversation.com/will-the-impact-framework-fix-the-problems-the-
research-audit-found-52152) publication in Archaeologies should be of value
in doing so.

But the burden is also placed upon others. As editors, we have a respon-
sibility to both contributors and readers to ensure the quality and relevance
to them of the journal. Our Editorial Board—the keepers of our con-
science—have a duty to guide and advise on how we may achieve the over-
all aims of the journal and promote those of WAC. Our subscribers also
carry a responsibility: you are not passive receivers of what is offered, but
need to be active readers of content, able to appreciate why any particular
contribution may be relevant to you and your own work even though it
may derive from a distant part of the globe and a very different context
from your own. Archaeologies is as much your journal as it is ours: we pro-
duce it not just for you but also with you by your active engagement with
its content.

We inevitably draw upon papers presented at WAC congresses and
Intercongresses for specific content. We shall be actively recruiting at
WAC8 for suitable material, and we shall approach some individuals
directly whose papers we have heard. Others can choose to approach us:
we are always open to consider contributions. We shall be making our-
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selves available for that purpose. In turn, you can advise us of papers
which you believe are suitable for publication in the journal to reach a
wider audience, and we can then invite the author to offer us a version of
their article.

Palmyra Liberated!

On Sunday 27th March 2016, the Syrian Army retook the city of Tadmour
(Palmyra). The military is currently removing explosives and booby traps
placed around Palmyra, after which specialists will arrive to perform a
damage assessment on its monuments. As we informed you in the last
issue, the temple of Baal Shamin was destroyed by Islamic State last year,
along with the Temple of Bel, Palmyra’s largest and most important tem-
ple, and the city’s iconic Arch of Triumph.

Syria’s director of antiquities, Maamoun Abdelkarim, said a team of
archaeologists would go to Palmyra in the coming days to assess the dam-
age to its monuments, and pledged to rebuild the destroyed temples and
arch.

‘‘We will issue a challenge to international terrorism, that no matter
what you do you cannot erase our history, and we will not sit idle and
weep over the ruins,’’ he said (Guardian, March 26 2016).

The battle for the city is the latest in a string of defeats for Isis, now in
retreat across Syria and Iraq. We can only hope that the forthcoming liber-
ation of Iraq’s second largest city Mosul would not cause any further
destruction of ancient monuments including the Assyrian capital Niniveh.

Solidarity with Turkish Academics

After 3 years of cease-fire in June 2015, war started again in the Kurdish
cities of southeast Turkey. Citizens of Kurdish cities suffer under the siege,
they cannot leave their houses, there is no electricity and gas, no internet
or mobile phone connection.

Over 2000 Turkish academics signed a ‘‘peace letter’’ in order to bring
peace to the Kurdish territory of south eastern Turkey. In reaction to this
peace initiative, Turkish president Erdoğan called the academics ‘‘support-
ers of terror’’ and began a political campaign against them. Currently there
are four academics imprisoned because of their published opinions. The
rest of the petition signatories are uncertain about their future. As Turkish
universities are totally under government control, there is no independent
academic community and the academic activists are facing discrimination
and criminalisation.
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We consider this an unprecedented denial of academic freedom and
freedom of speech. We unreservedly pledge our support to our Turkish
colleagues.

Current Issue

The contents of this issue reflect and confirm the role for the journal we
have outlined in the first part of this Editorial. Each derives from a differ-
ent area of the globe and offers a different view of the role archaeology
plays and can play in society. Each also looks forward to a future—ex-
pressly or by implication. They are therefore of direct relevance to all of us
in considering what our work does in the world and what it might achieve
for good or ill, intentionally or unintentionally. They serve to confirm the
inherent value and significance of archaeology—as a social and political
practice, as a management tool, as research, and as a basis for speculation.

Matthew Beaudoin emphasises the inevitably political nature of archae-
ology and how it is expressed in ways we may not notice: especially by the
apparently banal tool of the application of labels to the material we
encounter. As he points out, such labels carry expectations and overtones
that we may not recognise but which then colour the ways in which we
prioritise our analyses. These labels have consequences not only for us but
also for those whose pasts we investigate and on which we pass judgement.
Indeed, it is as judgements that these labels are unwittingly attached. As an
archaeologist working in a commercial context with diverse communities
in Canada, these issues carry significance for the author, but this work
serves to point up an issue that we all need to recognise and address.

Abdelkader Ababneh engages with the application of ‘universal’ heritage
management values and practices to places where they cause more prob-
lems than they solve. At Umm Qais, Jordan, a focus on the monumental
Greco-Roman remains leaves later structures more valued by the local
community to neglect and decay. A conventional view of the site as of
greater relevance to tourists than to its local inhabitants serves to sanction
that result. Paradoxically, it is good conventional archaeological practice
that is offered as the effective solution to the problems identified and as
the means by which archaeology can serve all relevant stakeholder groups.

Returning explicitly to the realm of politics, Talia Shay describes ethno-
graphic work among the Palestinian population of Haifa which presents an
alternative approach to Indigenous archaeology. Rather than interpreting
the archaeology of an Indigenous population, the research sought to
understand the attitudes of a marginalised community to the official treat-
ment of its built heritage, and how this was reflected in their attitudes
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towards the management of the built heritage which in turn reflected their
response to marginalisation.

Jaleh Kamalizad represents one small part of the future of archaeology
since he has yet to complete his formal education by completing his PhD.
Taking a long-term cultural landscape approach—one only recently devel-
oped—he presents a history of human effects on the landscape of the Lan-
jan Plain over a thousand years of Islamic rule in Iran. In doing so he is
able to demonstrate the manner in which human interventions were more
significant in developing the landscape than nature.

Our focus on global coverage is given especial force by the final article
by Alice Gorman, which discusses the approach of archaeologists to mate-
rial to be found beyond the bounds of planet Earth, in outer space. In
doing so, she reveals and emphasises the extent to which archaeological
discourses potentially offer interesting and valuable insights into some of
the most distinctive products of our own age—the differing (national) cul-
tures of spacefaring territories, the development of relevant and required
technologies, issues of site occupation and abandonment, and the gender-
ing of space exploration.

Such diversity in topic is the stuff of any good journal. But at root they
also address issues central to the ideals of its sponsoring organisation, the
World Archaeological Congress. We commend them to you.

John Carman
Jan Turek
April 2016
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