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                    Abstract
Datasets from ethnography help generalize the findings in cultural transmission theory. Participation in cultural transmission theory of social scientists has been sparse. Other untapped sources of data that are similar in kind and that already enjoy interdisciplinary attention require a skillful navigation of disciplinary boundaries. Both writing systems and board games are examples of descriptive material collected in the historical sciences that are used for testing hypotheses related to cultural evolution. They show that physical appearance and a system of rules can be transmitted independently, and that language is not always a boundary in the transmission process. It is argued that research questions shared by different disciplines should be embraced so that incompatibilities of method and theory are no longer an obstacle for collaboration.
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