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Abstract Land use data serve as an essential part of
large-scale ecological research, such as landscape ecol-
ogy and macroecological studies. For agricultural fields
in Japan, existing time series statistical records can be
used to convert map data according to a map of
municipality units. In this data paper, we determined the
areas of agricultural land use in Japan from 1970 to
2005, excluding small islands, at spatial resolutions of 5-
and 10-km mesh grid units, which are often referred to
as the Five-fold Mesh and Japanese Second-order Mesh,
respectively. The elements considered included total
farmland, paddy fields, dry farmland, and orchards. In
2005, we included abandoned agricultural areas because
the related data were available in the agricultural sta-
tistical records. The source data came from the Census
for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries conducted by the

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, Japan.
The Datum was the Japanese Geodetic Datum 2000
(JGD2000). All of the datasets have open data licenses
under the rules of the Creative Commons CC-BY 4.0
International (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/
4.0/legalcode).
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The complete data set for this abstract published in the Data Paper
section of the journal is available in electronic format in Ecological
Research Data Paper Archives at http://db.cger.nies.go.jp/JaLTER/
ER_DataPapers/archives/2015/ERDP-2015-02.
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