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In this article by R Mercieca-Bebber an error was made in

the flow diagram (Fig. 1) regarding the number of ovarian

cancer randomised controlled trials which met the eligi-

bility criteria. It was incorrectly stated that there were 41

eligible trials, however in fact there were 36 eligible trials.

In the limitations it was stated that 37% of 41 eligible trial

protocols were not obtained, however this should be

revised to ‘‘28% of 36 trial protocols’’. Because the trials

concerned were not included in our analysis of trial pro-

tocols, this correction does not alter the results or inter-

pretation of the study results in any way, therefore the

validity of the analysis is unaffected by this error. The

revised flow diagram is presented below.

The online version of the original article can be found under

doi:10.1007/s11136-016-1339-x.
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Titles and abstracts screened
(n = 457)

Records excluded
(n = 349)

Full-text ar�cles assessed for eligibility
(n =108 ar�cles) 

Full-text ar�cles excluded, 
with reasons 

(N=42 ar�cles):

Conference presenta�on (n = 9)
Not Ph3 OvCa RCT (n = 20)
No PRO endpoint (n = 7)

CAM/Psych interven�on (n= 2)
<50 pa�ents (n = 1)

Results unavailable (n=1)
Mixed cancer sample (n=2)

Eligible RCTs for which protocol was sought
(n= 36 RCTs)

Duplicates removed
(n = 132)

RCT protocols obtained and reviewed
(n = 26 RCTs)

Protocols not assessed 
(N=10):

Email bounced (n = 3)
Non-response (n = 6)

Excluded – not protocol (n=1)

Fig. 1 Flow diagram of included RCTs
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