
EDITORIAL NOTICE

James P. Ferris 1932–2016

A. W. Schwartz1

Published online: 11 April 2016
# Springer Science+Business Media Dordrecht 2016

Jim Ferris died on 4 March 2016. His name is familiar to all ISSOL members and readers of
this journal. He served as President of ISSOL from 1993 to 1996 and was Editor of Origins of
Life and Evolution of the Biosphere from 1982 to 1999. Jim was Professor at Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute from 1973 and Director of the New York Center for Studies on the
Origins of Life (NASA NSCORT) since 1998.
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Among numerous appointments and honors, he was a frequently invited speaker and chair
of sessions and committees in the field of the origin of life and a recipient of ISSOL’s highest
award, the Oparin Medal. His research interests included natural product chemistry, the
photochemistry of Titan and HCN chemistry, but became particularly focused on the catalysis
of the polymerization of activated mononucleotides in the presence of the clay mineral
montmorillonite. Extensive studies in this system were able to demonstrate a surprising degree
of homochiral selection in the formation of the oligomers. This research led him to propose a
model for the origin of the first RNA molecules. The photo accompanying this notice was a
favorite of Jim’s, depicting him with a sample of the mineral, which he had just collected at the
field location in France (many thanks for this photo and sincere condolences to Jim’s wife
Susan). Although Jim was not able to participate in recent years, the membership of ISSOL
will miss his friendly presence and familiar voice and our future meetings will be much less
interesting. A memorial service will be held at RPI on 16 April 2016.

A special issue of OLEB in memory of Jim Ferris is being planned under the editorship of
Sandra Pizzarello. Papers on any aspect of origins of life may be submitted up to 15 September
2016 via the journal’s website with a note to the editor that they are intended for the Jim Ferris
Special Issue.
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