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                    Abstract
Despite the widespread increase in online poker playing and the risk related to excessive poker playing, research on online poker websites is still lacking with regard to pathological gambling prevention strategies offered by the websites. The aim of the present study was to assess the pathological gambling-related prevention strategies of online poker websites. Two keywords (“poker” and “poker help”) were entered into two popular World Wide Web search engines. The first 20 links related to French and English online poker websites were assessed. Seventy-four websites were assessed with a standardized tool designed to rate sites on the basis of accountability, interactivity, prevention strategies, marketing, and messages related to poker strategies. Prevention strategies appeared to be lacking. Whereas a substantial proportion of the websites offered incitation to gambling such as betting “tips,” few sites offered strategies to prevent or address problem gambling. Furthermore, strategies related to poker, such as probability estimation, were mostly reported without acknowledging their limitations. Results of this study suggest that more adequate prevention strategies for risky gambling should be developed for online poker.



                    
    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                     to check access.
                                

                            

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Access this article

                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    Log in via an institution
                                                    
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                    

                                    
                                        Institutional subscriptions
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                    

                                

                            
                        

                        
                            
                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
        
            
                Similar content being viewed by others

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        “It did not apply to me”: poker players’ perspectives of prevention messages
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         13 January 2020
                                    

                                

                                Adèle Morvannou, Eva Monson, … Magali Dufour

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Opening Pandora’s Loot Box: Weak Links Between Gambling and Loot Box Expenditure in China, and Player Opinions on Probability Disclosures and Pity-Timers
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         07 August 2022
                                    

                                

                                Leon Y. Xiao, Tullia C. Fraser & Philip W. S. Newall

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Are Poker Players Aware of the Change in Their Poker Habits? Point of View of the Players and the PGSI
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         01 December 2017
                                    

                                

                                Magali Dufour, Adèle Morvannou, … Élise Roy

                            
                        

                    
                

            
        
            
        
    
                            
                        
                    

                    

                    

                    References
	Broda, A., Laplante, D. A., Nelson, S. E., Labrie, R. A., Bosworth, L. B., & Shaffer, H. J. (2008). Virtual harm reduction efforts for internet gambling: Effects of deposit limits on actual Internet sports gambling behavior. Harm Reduction Journal,
                  5, 27.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Cotte, J., & Latour, K. (2009). Blackjack in the kitchen: Understanding online versus casino gambling. Journal of Consumer Research,
                  35, 742–758.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Eysenbach, G., Powell, J., Kuss, O., & Sa, E. R. (2002). Empirical studies assessing the quality of health information for consumers on the world wide web: A systematic review. Journal of American Medical Association,
                  287, 2691–2700.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Griffiths, M. D., Wood, R. T., & Parke, J. (2009). Social responsibility tools in online gambling: A survey of attitudes and behavior among Internet gamblers. Cyberpsychology & Behavior,
                  12, 413–421.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Hopley, A. A., & Nicki, R. M. (2010). Predictive factors of excessive online poker playing. Cyberpsychology, Behavior and Social Networking,
                  13, 379–385.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Johansson, A., Grant, J. E., Kim, S. W., Odlaug, B. L., & Gotestam, K. G. (2009). Risk factors for problematic gambling: A critical literature review. Journal of Gambling Studies,
                  25, 67–92.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Khazaal, Y., Chatton, A., Cochand, S., Jermann, F., Osiek, C., Bondolfi, G., et al. (2008). Quality of web-based information on pathological gambling. Journal of Gambling Studies,
                  24, 357–366.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Labrie, R. A., Laplante, D. A., Nelson, S. E., Schumann, A., & Shaffer, H. J. (2007). Assessing the playing field: A prospective longitudinal study of Internet sports gambling behavior. Journal of Gambling Studies,
                  23, 347–362.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Labrie, R. A., Kaplan, S. A., Laplante, D. A., Nelson, S. E., & Shaffer, H. J. (2008). Inside the virtual casino: A prospective longitudinal study of actual Internet casino gambling. European Journal of Public Health,
                  18, 410–416.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Ladd, G. T., & Petry, N. M. (2002). Disordered gambling among university-based medical and dental patients: A focus on Internet gambling. Psychology of Addicted Behaviors,
                  16, 76–79.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Ladouceur, R., Sylvain, C., Boutin, C., Lachance, S., Doucet, C., Leblond, J., et al. (2001). Cognitive treatment of pathological gambling. The Journal of Nervous and Mental Disease,
                  189, 774–780.
Article 
    PubMed 
    CAS 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Linnet, J., Frøslev, M., Ramsgaard, S., Gebauer, L., Mouridsen, K., & Wohlert, V. (2011). Impaired probability estimation and decision-making in pathological gambling poker players. Journal of Gambling Studies. Advance online publication. doi:10.1007/s10899-011-9244-2.

	Lloyd, J., Doll, H., Hawton, K., Dutton, W. H., Geddes, J. R., Goodwin, G. M., et al. (2010). How psychological symptoms relate to different motivations for gambling: An online study of internet gamblers. Biological Psychiatry,
                  68, 733–740.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Petry, N. M., & Weinstock, J. (2007). Internet gambling is common in college students and associated with poor mental health. The American Journal on Addictions,
                  16, 325–330.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Potenza, M. N., Wareham, J. D., Steinberg, M. A., Rugle, L., Cavallo, D. A., Krishnan-Sarin, et al. (2011). Correlates of at-risk/problem internet gambling in adolescents. Journal of the American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, 50, 150–159.e3.

	Smeaton, M., & Griffiths, M. (2004). Internet gambling and social responsibility: An exploratory study. Cyberpsychology & Behavior,
                  7, 49–57.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Wood, R. T., Griffiths, M. D., & Parke, J. (2007). Acquisition, development, and maintenance of online poker playing in a student sample. Cyberpsychology & Behavior,
                  10, 354–361.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Xuan, Z., & Shaffer, H. (2009). How do gamblers end gambling: Longitudinal analysis of internet gambling behaviors prior to account closure due to gambling related problems. Journal of Gambling Studies,
                  25, 239–252.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                


Download references




Conflict of interest
None.


Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	Division of Addictology, Department of Mental Health and Psychiatry, Geneva University Hospitals, Grand pré 70-C-1206, Geneva, Switzerland
Yasser Khazaal, Anne Chatton, Sophia Achab & Daniele Zullino

	Savoie University, Savoie, France
Audrey Bouvard

	Geneva University, Geneva, Switzerland
Hiba Khiari


Authors	Yasser KhazaalView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	Anne ChattonView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	Audrey BouvardView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	Hiba KhiariView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	Sophia AchabView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	Daniele ZullinoView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar





Corresponding author
Correspondence to
                Yasser Khazaal.


Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
Cite this article
Khazaal, Y., Chatton, A., Bouvard, A. et al. Internet Poker Websites and Pathological Gambling Prevention Policy.
                    J Gambl Stud 29, 51–59 (2013). https://doi.org/10.1007/s10899-011-9288-3
Download citation
	Published: 16 December 2011

	Issue Date: March 2013

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/s10899-011-9288-3


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        


Keywords
	Internet
	Quality indicators
	Poker
	Gambling
	Prevention
	Public health policy
	Social responsibility








                    
                

            

            
                
                    

                    
                        
                            
    

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        Access this article


                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Log in via an institution
                                                        
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                

                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                        

                                        
                                            Institutional subscriptions
                                                
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                                
    
        Advertisement

        
        

    






                            

                            

                            

                        

                    

                
            

        

    
    
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					54.86.132.143
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			[image: Springer Nature]
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	






    