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The International Conference on Exotic Atoms and Related Topics, EXA2014, took place
in Vienna, at the Austrian Academy of Sciences from September 15th to 19th, 2014. It was
the 5th EXA conference in a series organized by the Stefan Meyer Institute for Subatomic
Physics in Vienna. Similar to the previous years, about 100 scientists from all over the world
attended the conference and presented 56 plenary talks, 21 contributed talks and 16 posters.
For the first time – except in 2008 where EXA was held together with the International
Conference on Low-Energy Antiproton Physics LEAP – there were so many contributions
that it was necessary to organize 2 parallel session during one afternoon.

In a total of 23 sessions participants presented their latest results in a broad range of
activities related to the field of exotic atoms. As before, Antihydrogen was a key topic with
the experiments from the Antiproton Decelerator at CERN reporting important progress
towards spectroscopy and gravity measurements. In the field of Precision Experiments,
positronium was a new topic due to new experimental activities going on at several places,
and recent progress in QED calculations. The field of Kaon-Nucleon and Kaon-Nucleus
Interaction was again well represented with updated analysis being reported and status
reports given from experiments searching for kaon-nucleon bound states.

In Low-Energy QCD studies a new hot topic recently arose, the possibility of nuclear
bound states of the η’ meson. A total of 10 talks from both experimentalists and theoreticians
were presented, showing the current interest in this topic. The field of Hadron Physics was
represented by talks presenting the current status and the prospects of the BELLE2 facility at
KEK and the planned PANDA experiment at FAIR. Finally, a special session covering more
general topics by eminent scientists Victor Flambaum (University of New South Wales) on
the variation of fundamental constants and Stan Brodsky (SLAC, Stanford University) on
the remarkable connections between atomic and nuclear physics was held.

The current proceedings give a flavour of the topics discussed at EXA2014. Because
of the continuous success of this conference series, the International Advisory Committee
proposed to hold the next EXA conference in three years, to be organized again by SMI in
Vienna. We are looking forward to the next EXA conference in 2017.
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