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                    Notes
		The U.S. National Library of Medicine MeSH heading defines medical missions as “travel by a group of physicians to a foreign country for the purpose of making a special study or of undertaking a special study of short term duration; not to be confused with missions and missionaries which covers permanent medical establishments and personnel maintained by religious organizations” (National Library of Medicine 2011).


		There are thousands of NGOs that provide essential services in resource poor countries. Significant resources are spent annually to fund these organizations and to carry out their work. It is important that these resources are used as effectively and efficiently as possible to meet as many needs as possible. While many NGOs have been very successful in providing services, there have been some that have failed local communities in various ways. Critical examination of the work of different NGOs can improve the services they deliver and ensure that more needs are met.





References
	Anderson, F. W. J., & Wansom, T. (2009). Beyond medical tourism: authentic engagement in global health. Virtual Mentor, American Medical Association Journal of Ethics,
                           11(7), 506–510.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Ansbacher, R. (2006). Medical missions enlighten. Michigan Medicine: The Journal of the Michigan State Medical Society,
                           105(1), 5.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Battat, R., Seidman, G., Chadi, N., Chanda, M., Nehme, J., Hulme, J., et al. (2010). Global health competencies and approaches in medical education: A literature review. BMC Medical Education,
                           10, 94.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Chu, K., Stokes, C., Trelles, M., & Ford, N. (2011). Improving effective surgical delivery in humanitarian disasters: Lessons from Haiti. PLoS Medicine,
                           8(4), e1001025.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Crump, J. A., & Sugarman, J. (2008). Ethical considerations for short-term experiences by trainees in global health. Journal of the American Health Association,
                           300(12), 1456–1458.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Decamp, M. (2007). Scrutinizing short-term global medical outreach. Hastings Center Report,
                           37, 21–23.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	DeCamp, M. (2011). Ethical review of global short-term medical volunteerism. HEC Forum. doi:10.1007/s10730-011-9152-y.

	Farmer, P., & Kim, J. Y. (2008). Surgery and global health: A view from beyond the OR. World Journal of Surgery,
                           32, 533–536.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Federico, S. G., Zachar, P. A., Oravec, C. M., et al. (2006). A successful international child health elective: The University of Colorado Department of Pediatrics’ experience. Archives of Pediatrics and Adolescent Medicine,
                           160, 191–196.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Green, T., Green, H., Scandlyn, J., & Kestler, A. (2009). Perceptions of short-term medical volunteer work: A qualitative study in Guatemala. Global Health,
                           5, 4.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	National Library of Medicine. Accessed June 23, 2011, from http://www.nlm.nih.gov.

	O’Neil, E., Jr. (2006a). The ‘ethical imperative’ of global health service. Virtual Mentor, American Medical Association Journal of Ethics,
                           8(12), 846–850.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	O’Neil, E., Jr. (2006b). Awakening hippocrates: A primer on health, poverty, and global service. Chicago: American Medical Association.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	O’Neil, E., Jr. (2006c). A practical guide to global health service. Chicago: American Medical Association.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Organization for economic co-operation and development (OECD). (2004). The Development Assistance Committee Journal of Development Co-operation 2003 Report, 5(1). Development assistance committee of the organization for econimic co-operation and development. Paris, France: OECD Publications.

	Ott, B. B., & Olson, R. M. (2011). Ethical issues of medical missions: The clinicians’ view. HEC Forum 22(2). doi:10.1007/s10730-011-9154-9
                        

	Roberts, M. (2006). A piece of my mind: Duffle bag medicine. Journal of the American Medical Association,
                           295, 1491–1492.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Shah, S., & Wu, T. (2008). The medical student global health experience: Professionalism and ethical implications. Journal of Medical Ethics,
                           34, 375–378.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Suchdev, P., Ahrens, Y., Click, E., Macklin, L., Evangelista, D., & Graham, E. (2007). A model for sustainable short-term international medical trips. Ambulatory Pediatrics,
                           7(4), 317–320.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Wall, A. (2011). The context of ethical problems in medical volunteer work. HEC Forum 22(2). doi:10.1007/s10730-011-9155-8
                        

	Wall, L. L. (2011). Ethical concerns regarding operations by volunteer surgeons on vulnerable patient groups: the case of women with obstetric fistulas. HEC Forum, 22(2). doi:10.1007/s10730-011-9153-x
                        

	Wall, A. E. (in press) Ethics in international medicine: a practical guide for medical aid workers in developing countries. Lebanon, NH: University Press of New England.

	White, M., & Cauley, K. (2006). Op-ed. A caution against medical student tourism. Virtual Mentor, American Medical Association Journal of Ethics,
                           8(12), 851–854.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Wolfberg, A. J. (2006). Volunteering overseas—lessons from surgical brigades. New England Journal of Medicine,
                           354, 443–445.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                


Download references




Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	Albert Gnaegi Center for Health Care Ethics, Salus Center, Saint Louis University, 3545 Lafayette, 5th Floor, St. Louis, MO, 63104-1314, USA
Michele K. Langowski

	Department of Philosophy and Center for Bioethics, Health and Society, Wake Forest University, P.O. Box 7332, Winston-Salem, NC, 27109, USA
Ana S. Iltis


Authors	Michele K. LangowskiView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	Ana S. IltisView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar





Corresponding author
Correspondence to
                Ana S. Iltis.


Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
Cite this article
Langowski, M.K., Iltis, A.S. Global Health Needs and the Short-Term Medical Volunteer: Ethical Considerations.
                    HEC Forum 23, 71–78 (2011). https://doi.org/10.1007/s10730-011-9158-5
Download citation
	Published: 15 July 2011

	Issue Date: June 2011

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/s10730-011-9158-5


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        


Keywords
	Health Care Professional
	Resource Poor Setting
	Obstetric Fistula
	Medical Mission
	Health Profession Student








                    
                

            

            
                
                    

                    
                        
                            
    

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        Access this article


                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Log in via an institution
                                                        
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                

                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                        

                                        
                                            Institutional subscriptions
                                                
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                                
    
        Advertisement

        
        

    






                            

                            

                            

                        

                    

                
            

        

    
    
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					3.233.222.249
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			[image: Springer Nature]
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	






    