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As a leading scientific Journal, the European Journal of Population (EJP) has a rich

history of almost 30 years of publishing high-quality articles in the field of

population studies. From its inception, the journal was published under the auspices

of the European Association for Population Studies (EAPS) as its main flagship

journal. Also, thanks to its highly dedicated and professional past editors, EJP has

thrived with a solid impact factor, and the number of submissions has steadily

increased. The journal nowadays receives so many manuscripts that handling this

task by one or two editors seems to have become a mission impossible. This success

as well as changing standards in academic publishing recently led to a rethinking of

the editorial model for the journal. After careful consultations with all the parties

involved, including the publisher, a new editorial structure was adopted. In this

model which was introduced in January 2014, the editorial team will be led by an

Editor-in-chief and will further consist of several Associate Editors including a

Book Review Editor. It was decided to increase the number of editors also to ensure

the broad scope of the journal, and to share the editorial work more evenly.

The success of a journal largely depends, of course, on the quality of its editorial

team. I am very happy indeed that a highly professional and committed team of five

Associate Editors: Arnstein Aassve, Alı́cia Adserà, Gunnar Andersson, Aline

Désesquelles, Dimiter Philipov, and Book Review Editor Laura Bernardi join me in

managing the journal with the support of two expert editorial assistants (Nicole

Hiekel and Marleen Damman).

I am confident that with this editorial team we will maintain, and hopefully

further increase the journal’s high quality. The associate editors are eminent

scholars and cover the main research domains in population studies. My main

objective and philosophy for the future is to keep EJP on its course, to cherish those
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things that have proven to work, and to improve those aspects that can strengthen

the position of the journal. The main aim thus obviously is to strive for continued

excellence and publish high-quality articles on population issues. To achieve this, a

timely handling of reviews is essential, and we will strive to keep the review process

as effective as possible. This also implies that we rely on our growing community of

peer reviewers to help us in achieving this important goal. We are also committed to

improve the visibility of EJP both in more conventional ways as well as in the new

media together with EAPS and Springer.

The journal’s standing and reputation are to a large extent the reflection of the

excellent work of the past editors. I am indebted to the former Editors-in-chief,

Catherine Gourbin and Dimiter Philipov, for their high commitment to the Journal

and their indispensable advice during the recent transition of editorship. Also the

editorial team at Springer has been very supportive in making the editorial transition

as smooth as possible.

The future of the EJP looks bright! The new editorial team is excited to maintain

and expand the quality, impact, and the readership of EJP. We can, however, only

achieve these goals with your continued submission of excellent work to the EJP.

We do count on you, also for the future!

Helga A. G. de Valk

Editor-in-Chief
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