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                    Abstract
The study explores the link between the 1992–1998 armed conflict in Tajikistan and women’s entry into first marriage using data from the 2003 Tajik Living Standards Measurement Survey. The estimation method is a Cox proportional hazard model specified as the differences-in-differences framework. The findings suggest that women who reached marriage age during or soon after the conflict (‘war cohort’) and lived in districts more exposed to conflict, were less likely to enter marriage at any given time compared to women from the ‘war cohort’ who lived in less-affected areas and women who reached the peak of prime marriage age before the start of the conflict. The analysis of sub-samples of women by their migration status indicates that migration during the war is one of the mechanisms explaining this delay in entering marriages.


Résumé
Cette recherche étudie le lien entre le conflit armé de 1992–1998 au Tadjikistan et le premier mariage des femmes à partir des données de l’Enquête Tadjike de mesure du niveau de vie de 2003. La méthode d’estimation est un modèle de risques proportionnels de Cox selon une approche différence-des-différences. Les résultats suggèrent que les femmes qui atteignaient l’âge au mariage pendant ou peu après le conflit (« les cohortes de la guerre ») et vivaient dans des districts plus exposés au conflit avaient des probabilités plus faibles de se marier quelle que soit la période, comparée aux femmes de ces « cohortes de guerre » qui vivaient dans des zones moins affectées par le conflit et aux femmes qui avaient atteint l’âge auquel le premier mariage est le plus fréquent avant le début du conflit. L’analyse de sous-échantillons de femmes selon leur statut migratoire indique que la migration pendant la guerre est un des mécanismes expliquant le retard de l’entrée dans le mariage.
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	Global Security. “Tajikistan Civil War.” http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/war/tajikistan.htm (Accessed: July 6, 2012) and Capisani (2000, p. 168).


	People’s Deputy or ‘narodnii deputat’ (Russian), is a member of the Council of People’s Deputies.


	The Kulob and Kurgan-Tube zones constitute Khatlon region that was created from Kulob and Kurgan-Tube regions in 1990. Kulob zone includes Kulob, Vose, Shurobod, Farkhor, Hamadoni, Muminobod, Baljuvon, Temurmalik (Sovetskii), Danghara and Khovaling districts. By default, Kurgan-Tube zone includes the rest of the districts that belong to Khatlon.
Source: http://www.undp.tj/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=331 (Accessed: July 6, 2012).


	I would like to thank the editor for this observation.


	A bilateral study that compares women in Tajikistan to women from the neighboring Former Soviet Union Republics may be able to address this question. However, this study is outside the scope of this paper.


	Nezavisimaja Gazeta, December 23, 1992, quoted in Fridman (1994).


	Source: UNDP Kulyab area office. http://www.undp.tj/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=331 (Accessed: July 6, 2012).
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Appendices
Appendix 1
1.1 The 1992–1998 Armed Conflict in Tajikistan: Regional Variation
The war had an uneven impact on the regions of Tajikistan. Figure 2 shows the approximate split for the districts of Tajikistan that were affected by the war the most. To identify the most affected districts, I reviewed the mentions of conflict-related events in the two major Tajik newspapers between 1992 and 1998, reports by the Human Rights Watch (1993, 1995), the news stories on the Tajik civil war in the New York Times for 1992–1994 and the chronicles of the 1992–1993 events in Tajikistan compiled by Nazriev and Sattorov (2005, 2006) who relied primarily on government documents. Most of these sources provided information only on a name of a district (raion) of where a particular event happened. Sometimes, references to fighting or attacks on civilians were made in the context of a group of districts, e.g., Kulob group or Kurgan-Tube (KT) group. Some of the accounts provided the name of a specific village in a district or a geographical location (e.g., mountain pass Shar-Shar). The 2003 TLSS provides only district-level identifiers. It does not include identifiable information on the smaller primary sampling units. Therefore, the district-level exposure to conflict was used and not a name of a specific location to match the conflict exposure. Figure 2 differentiates between more and less-affected areas by using a dummy variable as a measure of conflict-activity as the events differed in severity. In many cases the data on casualties and the level of destruction were incomplete, e.g., sometimes number of people killed was reported, and in some cases, it was said that there were some casualties but the exact number was not reported.
Below I provide information on the specific conflict exposure in the regions of Tajikistan and the capital Dushanbe.
1.1.1 Dushanbe
The capital of Tajikistan, Dushanbe is located in the RRS region but it is a separate administrative unit. In the TLSS, Dushanbe is separated into 4 districts. Local newspapers report over 120 events related to conflict (fighting, shootings, killings, looting, crimes, attacks on citizens and military) between May 1992 and December 1998, with shootings and fighting between some armed groups also occurring in 1999.
1.1.2 Districts of Republican Subordination or Rayons of Republican Subordination (RRS)
RRS experienced a lot of fighting and contests for territory by the government and opposition forces. The RRS group of districts includes a Rashtr valley (also, Karotegin or Karategin valley) that includes the six districts of Jigatol, Rashtr, Roghun, Tavildara, Tojikobod and Nurobod. It was a stronghold of the opposition during and after the war.
There are many reports of fighting in all districts of the RRS. For example, Rashtr (Gharm), Jigartol, Vahdat (Kofarnihon), Hissor, Faizabad, Roghun, Shahrinau, Tavildara, Tojikobod and Tursunzade experienced fighting between 1992 and 1994 with some reports are dated as late as 1995–1999 for Vahdat, Tavildara, Gharm, Nurobod (Darband). Apart from the fighting, Bushkov and Mikulskii (1997) (as cited in Nazriev and Sattorov 2005, p. 442) report ethnic cleansing in villages and towns in Hissor district and districts bordering Uzbekistan, with 527 people murdered in October–November of 1992.
According to Torjesen et al. (2005), civilians in Gharm and Tavildara were frequently harassed by some of adherents of the opposition and government forces. Many young women and teenage girls were raped by both sides to the conflict. Some women were forced into marriages with fighters (Torjesen et al. 2005). Checkpoint officers, as well as some of the supporters of the government and opposition forces, were unpredictable and violent (Torjesen et al. 2005). Gomart (2003) and Tadjbakhsh (1996) who did field research in Tajikistan in 1996 point out that in Gharm the security situation was very poor which greatly interfered with business activities and livelihoods.
1.1.3 GBAO
Multiple sources indicate that as fighting broke out in Khatlon area, many Pamiri and Gharmi people who were settled in Khatlon during the Soviet times, migrated in large numbers to GBAO, which was relatively isolated from the fighting by the high Pamiri mountains. The road to GBAO from other parts of Tajikistan can be impassable in most times of the year, and sometimes people from other areas of Tajikistan have to travel through Kyrgyzstan to reach GBAO. According to Gomart (2003), GBAO region was a stronghold of the opposition forces which had an alliance with local residents. On another side, Bliss (2010) indicates that GBAO supported the opposition only at the start of the conflict. In either case, the region was not a subject to contestation by multiple militia groups because the Popular Front fighters that aligned with the government forces were not present there or at the very least not present in large numbers as it was the case for Kurgan-Tube and RRS. The GBAO region did not experience fighting on the scale of KT, southern Kulob or RRS. GBAO shares a long border with Afghanistan. There were attempts of trespassing and attacks on some of the border detachments in GBAO, especially the Khorog border detachment with attacks mostly on military personnel. Most of the reports indicate that the trespassers were detained or liquidated. For example, one of the reports mentions that the border detachment soldiers were wounded, and another report says that several soldiers and one local were taken as hostages to be returned within several days (Nazriev and Sattorov 2005, 2006).
1.1.4 Khatlon
Khatlon region was the most affected by war in 1992–1993 (Torjesen et al. 2005; Nazriev and Sattorov 2005, 2006). It experienced a lot of displacement and physical damage to the individual and government property. Many villages in Khatlon were completely destroyed (Bliss 2010; HRW 1995). The region was also afflicted by human rights violations in the years following the war (HRW 1993, 1995). For example, disarmaments were particularly frequent and brutal in the regions with high numbers of Uzbeks, Gharmis and Pamiris (HRW 1993).
However, within the region that was created in 1990 by combining two oblasts: Kurgan-Tube (Qurgonteppe) and Kulob, the effect of war differed.
Residents of both former oblasts (currently referred to as zones) were displaced. Kurgan-Tube group of districts also experienced fighting as late as 1997 (OSI 1998). According to Shapoatov (2004), ethnically, Kulob area is less diverse with about 90 % of population stating that they are local residents. In Kurgan-Tube, only 15 % report to be local residents, 17 and 11 % report to be of Gharmi and Kulobi origin, respectively. 23 and 14 % of population in Kurgan-Tube and Kulob, respectively, are of Uzbek origin (Shapoatov 2004).
1.1.4.1 Kulob Zone
During the fighting in 1992, the opposition forces withdrew from Kulob relatively quickly (Nazriev and Sattorov 2005) and thus the region was less affected by war events compared to Kuron-Tube. According to the UNDP web-site for Kulob zone (accessed July 6, 2012): “Kulob zone was not directly hit by the civil war, as was the case in Kurgon-Teppa [Kurgan-Tube] and other areas, but war affected all spheres of the area’s life. For instance the situation of all social infrastructures like schools and hospitals deteriorated.”
Kulob group of districts includes the districts of Kulob (also Kulyab), Baljuvon, Vose, Temurmalik (former Sovetskii), Farkhor, Hamadoni (former Moskovskii), Shurobod (also Shuroobod), Muminobod, Khovaling, Baljuvon and Danghara districts.Footnote 7
                      
According to news sources, during the war, Kulob and the city of Kulob experienced a lot of fighting. Farkhor, Hamadoni (Moskovskii) and Shuroobad experienced multiple, often bloody border trespassing attempts from Afghanistan. Fighting and casualties were also reported in the districts of Danghara, Shurobod, and Vose.
The rest of the districts were not connected to specific war-related incidents.
1.1.4.2 Kurgan-Tube Zone
The rest of the districts in Khatlon are allocated to the Kurgan-Tube group of regions. They include: Bokhtar, Jomi (former Kuibishev), Jilikul, N. Khusrav (former Beshkent), Khuroson (former Ghozimalik or Gozimalik), Norak (Nurek), Panj, Qabodiyon (former Kabodien), Qumsangir (former Kumsangir), Rumi (former Kolkhozobod), Sarband (former Kalininabad), Shahrtuz, Vakhsh, and Yovon.
According to OSI (1998), “The region of Qurghonteppa [Kurgan-Tube], regarded as the “epicenter” of the war, has [in the post conflict time] suffered from the most bitter housing disputes.” Nazriev and Sattorov (2005, p. 499) report that Kurgan-Tube oblast suffered the most from the war and the natural disasters and that 64 government enterprises were destroyed. In December of 1992, in the city of Kurgan-Tube the number of buildings not damaged by the war was in the single-digits (Nazriev and Sattorov 2005, p. 429).
All districts of Kurgan-Tube zone were affected by fighting, population displacement and physical damage. For example, Kolkhozobod changed hands six times during the war (as reported on Jan 19, 1994). There were at least 27 times between June 1992 and September 1995 when news stories related to conflict events in Kurgan-Tube (city and surrounding areas) appeared in the Tajik press, with some of the stories mentioning fighting and hardships associated with the war.
1.1.5 Sugd (Formerly Leninabad)
Zarafshan Mountain Range stands between Sugd region and the rest of Tajikistan. Sugd avoided conflict-related fighting in 1992–1997. The railroad leading to Sugd was damaged. Sugd received refugees from the neighboring regions of Khatlon. In 1996, the region experienced mostly non-violent demonstrations fueled by the government’s persecution of opposition supporters (HRW 1998).
Appendix 2
2.1 Maps Routine
The maps were created using the “spmap” STATA routine (http://www.stata.com/support/faqs/graphics/spmap.html).
The Atlas for the Republic of Tajikistan with GIS information (ESRI shapefiles) was downloaded from DIVA-GIS (http://www.diva-gis.org/datadown). The tjk_admin2 level of precision was used (the district or raion level).
2.2 Maps with the Spatial Distribution of Conflict Events
Conflict event maps were created by manually merging conflict event locations from the file prepared by the author with the Atlas for the Republic of Tajikistan that was prepared as described above.
Conflict locations are provided at the district level and the merge between the map file and the conflict file is automatic. When the conflict locations were given as villages/towns, the latter were matched to their respective district by using Internet, Wikipedia.com and Maplandia (http://www.maplandia.com/search/) searches.
2.3 Maps with the Spatial Distribution of Sex Ratios
Sex ratios were calculated from the information on population by age and district of residence (State Statistical Committee 2002) and merged by district name with the Atlas for the Republic of Tajikistan.
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