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This special issue of Environmental Geochemistry and

Health is devoted to papers that were presented at the

Urban Soils and Metal Contamination: Issues—

Remedies Conference, March 30–April 1, 2015. This

meeting was sponsored by the United States Section of

the Society for Environmental Geochemistry and

Health (SEGH-US) along with the University of

Texas-Arlington (UTA) and was held on the campus

of UTA.

The problem of contaminated soils continues to

plague urban environments, and SEGH-US considered

that this public health issue was important enough that

an update on current activities in the area should be

addressed in a conference format. The conference

provided a forum for discussion among research

scientists, government agency personnel, industry

representatives, remediation managers, public health

practitioners, product manufacturers and decision

makers with interest in the problem posed by

contaminated urban soils. The keynote speaker at the

meeting was the internationally famous artist and

environmental activist Mel Chin.

Conference Themes included: Elevated levels of

heavy metals in urban soils, soil cleanup after

disasters, measuring risk of vulnerable populations,

cost-effective soil remediation, barriers to clean-up,

remediation guidance: decision-making process,

determination of best practices and policy and reality.

Presenters from across the United States, the United

Kingdom, Australia, Chile, Nigeria and China and

representatives from federal, state and local health

agencies along with universities and industries pro-

vided a forum for comprehensive discussions on

reducing heavy metal exposure pathways to at risk

populations.

The meeting would not have been a success without

the tireless efforts of Dr. Bobby G. Wixson, and the

countless individuals who worked so hard to ensure

the conference ran smoothly. Finally, we would like to

offer our thanks to the many sponsors who contributed

so much to the meeting.

Dr. Andrew Hunt and Dr. Betsy T. Kagey
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