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                    Abstract
In 2012 two men were lynched in Bolivia, first because there is an illicit market for Bolivian cultural objects, and second because a small, poor community turned to desperate measures to protect themselves from that illicit market due to the failings of national and international regulation. This paper is a case study of the reality of source-end regulation of an international criminal market in a developing country. I will discuss what is known about thefts from Bolivian churches, the international market for items stolen from these churches, and how such thefts are meant to be prevented on-the ground. Following this, I will present lynching in Bolivia as the most severe community response to the issues created by local politics, ineffectual policing, unenforceable laws, and a history of oppressive racism. I will conclude with a discussion of what we can reasonably hope to accomplish with source-end regulation.
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	A classic argument for this can be seen, for example, in commentator Peter Tompa’s blog “Cultural Property Observer” under the label “Poor Stewardship”: http://culturalpropertyobserver.blogspot.com/search/label/poor%20stewardship
                  


	The conquest era church at the World Heritage Site of Tiwanaku, Bolivia is a good example of this practice. It was built in the 16th century from stones taken from nearby temples. It has been robbed on multiple occasions in recent years.


	Resolucion Ministerio de Educación No 1642: Normas Sobre Catalogacion y Resguardo del Tesoro Artistico de la Nacion. 27 November, 1961.


	 According to the 2001 census; the community-level results of the 2012 census had not been released at the time of writing. The population figures used here only include the inhabitants of each village proper, not the associated hinterland.


	Several of these objects have since been linked to specific Bolivian church thefts. However, as these international investigations are ongoing, the details of these links have been purposefully omitted.


	The remaining two were in some sense outliers: 88 jewels stolen from the museum of the cathedral at Santa Cruz, and an attempted church theft allegedly targeting paintings.


	See Yates 2011a, b for a complete analysis of all current and historic Bolivian cultural heritage legislation.


	This, of course, may have been the result of negative publicity from the newspaper.


	A notable exception proves the rule. In 2010 police in the city of El Alto stopped a car that was thought to be driving strangely. The three men inside were arrested when it was found that the car was filled with objects stolen from the church in the village of San Andrés de Machaca. The village had not even detected the theft at the time of the arrest as the church was shut.


	This account of the events at Quila Quila is compiled from Aria Gutiérrez 2012, El Diario 2012a, and b.


	Because of the connection between the term justicia comunitaria and lynching, the 2009 Bolivian Constitution favoured the phrase justicia indígena originaria campeseña. This was meant to move away from the idea of lynching while still appearing inclusive and empowering of Indigenous communities.


	In 2012, Ciudadanía conducted personal interviews with 3029 men and women who were over 18 years of age and distributed throughout Bolivia. The margin of error at the national level was ± 1.78 %.


	Johnston (1996) identifies six elements that comprise the criminological characterisation of vigilantism: 1. Planning, premeditation and organization; 2. Private voluntary agency; 3. Autonomous citizenship; 4. The use of threatened use of force; 5. Reaction to crime and social deviance; 6. Personal and collective security. While a full analysis of why Bolivian lynching falls outside of the criminological definition of vigilantism is beyond the scope of this paper, only elements 4, 5 and 6 can safely be identified within the practice in Bolivia. The practice has not yet been thoroughly evaluated from a criminological perspective.


	Every Bolivian interviewed by this project in 2013 reported a devastating lack of confidence in the justice system, not just Indigenous Bolivians. For example, a sociologist who does not self-identify as Indigenous quipped that it would be foolish for any Bolivian to trust the police.
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