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At this moment in time, when I step down as Editor-in-Chief of Applied Categorical Struc-
tures, I want to look back on the years from its inception till today and at the same time
stress the excellent perspectives for the future.

It was at a conference in Bremen in the late eighties that I launched the idea to create
a journal devoted to category theory and its applications in mathematics, and this idea was
immediately received with great enthusiasm by the many colleagues present. From that
moment onwards it took almost two years, many trips back and forth to the headquarters
of Kluwer in Dordrecht, meetings with Kluwer representatives both in Dordrecht and in
Antwerp, and several extensive surveys in the community before the decision to launch the
journal was made and the contracts were signed. It still took quite a while to finalise the
initial Editorial Board, decide on the design of the cover of the journal and on many other
practical matters. The first issue finally appeared in 1993. From then until 2004 the journal
was published under Kluwer, and in 2005, after the merger of Kluwer with Springer the
journal was published under the Springer banner. I take this opportunity to thank all people
at Kluwer and Springer with whom I dealt those many years for the always pleasant and
fruitful cooperation.

Over the years the journal underwent fundamental changes, going from strength to
strength with an ever widening author- and readership. It started with a scope and Edito-
rial Board geared towards mainstream algebra, order, topology and theoretical computer
science. That scope was gradually extended to include homological and homotopical alge-
bra, derived categories, categorical investigations in theoretical physics and higher category
theory. Of course these changes could only be made provided they were reflected by the
constitution of the Editorial Board. I was fortunate, at all times, to be able to attract excellent
Editors.
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As Founding Editor it has been my honour and privilege to run the journal for almost
25 years, from its very beginning until now. At my suggestion Springer has now appointed
Maria Manuel Clementino as my successor. Not only has Maria Manuel been a faithful and
trustworthy Editor of the journal from the early years onwards, and on whom I have always
been able to count to make good and timely decisions on the submissions she handled, but
moreover she is an excellent and internationally renowned mathematician well versed in
various areas of the scope of the journal, and moreover an energetic organiser. I have known
Maria Manuel as a much appreciated colleague for a very long time and there is not a shred
of doubt in my mind that she will be an excellent EiC.

Of course the journal could not have existed and thrived without the all-important support
and help of its Editorial Board, and it has been my good fortune over the years, to work
with many esteemed colleagues who were willing to contribute to the success of the journal
as Editor. I therefore take this opportunity to express my most sincere thanks to all Editors,
both past and present, who have been willing to unselfishly join the Editorial Board and
who have given so much of their time and energy to make this journal what it is today. I
also want to give a warm thank you to the many referees for their equally selfless efforts
on behalf of the journal. Finally I hereby wish Applied Categorical Structures, its Editors,
present and future, and Maria Manuel as new EiC, all the very best for the years to come.
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