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The journal Agriculture and Human Values is the official

journal of the Agriculture, Food and Human Values Soci-

ety. The purpose of the Society is to foster interdisciplinary

research on agricultural and rural issues. Membership in

the Society is not required for submission to the journal,

although authors who want to publish their work in the

journal may be interested in the academic, networking and

other benefits Society membership brings. Information

about the Society is available from the website http://www.

afhvs.org/.

Agriculture and Human Values has been published for

more than 25 years. It was founded by Richard Haynes, a

faculty member in philosophy at the University of Florida.

Following Professor Hayne’s editorship, Laura DeLind, an

anthropologist at Michigan State University, edited the

journal. I assumed responsibility for editing the journal

beginning in 2007. I am assisted by three highly-capable

editors: Douglas Constance, at Sam Houston State Uni-

versity; Jeffrey Cole, at Connecticut College; and Nancy

Grudens-Schuck, at Iowa State University. I am very

appreciative for their dedicated service to the journal. In

spite of the marvels of modern management and informa-

tion technologies, I would not be able to manage the

responsibilities of editing were it not for their efforts.

Thank you, Nancy, Jeff and Doug!

Since January 1, 2007, submissions to the journal have

been processed through an online submission system at

http://ahum.edmgr.com. Springer, the journal’s publisher,

continues to make improvements to the system. Although it

is not perfect, I admit that I am very pleased with how it

functions. A nice feature of the system is the ability to

create all kinds of statistics about the journal. Because the

system has been in operation for two complete years, it is

possible to compare journal activity in 2008 to that of 2007.

I am not going to bore readers with lots of numbers, but

some might be of interest. For example, in 2008 there was a

nearly 50 percent increase in the number of submissions to

Agriculture and Human Values relative to 2007. That is a

remarkable increase in journal submissions, a testament I

believe to the perceived value of this journal as an outlet for

interdisciplinary scholarship on agricultural and human

value topics. During the past two years the average number

of days between date of submission and first editorial

decision (acceptance, revision or rejection) has held steady

at 60 days. I stress that this is an average, but we try to

ensure a timely review process for authors. Acceptance

rates are notoriously difficult to calculate. Papers accepted

or rejected in 2008 may not necessarily have been submitted

in 2008, so looking at the number of papers accepted in

2008 compared to submissions is not an accurate indicator.

Still, of editorial decisions I made in 2008, more than half

were rejections and less than one-sixth were acceptances,

which is an increase in rejections and decrease in accep-

tances relative to 2007. On the whole this suggests to me

that the journal is becoming more selective, a fact of which

authors of accepted papers should feel proud. Currently, the

backlog for publications is less than one year, meaning that

authors of accepted papers generally see their papers pub-

lished in print in less than a year after the date of

acceptance. Finally, fully three-quarters of papers come

from authors located outside of the United States, which is

an increase from two-thirds in 2007. In addition, author

affiliations continue to span a wide variety of academic

disciplines. Agricultural and Human Values is truly an

international, interdisciplinary scholarly enterprise.
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Speaking of scholarly enterprises, this issue of Agri-

culture and Human Values contains seven exceptional

research articles. Cohen argues that a renewed attention to

the georgic ethic will improve the practice of agricultural

policy. Rock, McIntyre and Rondeau consider how con-

sumer perceptions of a popular food product can provide

insights on issues of food security. Inwood, Sharp, Moore

and Stinner interview chefs in order to understand the

reasons why some but not all restaurants source from local

food systems. Lockie uses the organic food market to

identify important implications for alternative food systems

resulting from the feedback between institutional efforts to

mobilize citizen-consumers and consumer efforts to affect

change through their food consumption practices. Feagan

and Henderson develop a framework for understanding

farmer participation within alternative food systems.

Caballero links conflicts between Spanish farmers and

pastoralists that share common resources to development

policies and argues that policy makers should put greater

attention on local contexts when devising new policy.

Finally, Nelson, Scott, Cukier and Galán describe the

process of agricultural transition to sustainable practices in

Cuba and argue that the pragmatism of Cuban farmers

suggests that successes may not be permanent.

152 H. James
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