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Preface

The outcome document, The Future We Want, which was adopted at
the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development Rio+20,
held in Brazil from 20 to 22 June 2012, calls for disaster risk reduction
and building of resilience to disasters to be addressed with a renewed
sense of urgency in the context of sustainable development and
poverty eradication. The time has come to emphasize pre-disaster
action rather than remaining content with post-disaster reaction.

Landslides continue to pose considerable risks to people's live-
lihoods and to the environment. As we have witnessed, they result in
severe disasters by damaging or destroying the physical environment
and affecting populated areas. They cause injuries, deaths, great
disruption, and economic losses by the destruction of infrastructure
works such as roads, communication lines, and cultural heritage.
Recent trends in rising rainfall intensity and frequency can dramat-
ically increase landslide-associated losses, especially in developing
countries where pressure on land resources often leads to slope
cultivation and agriculture prone to landslide disasters. Developing
countries often have a limited knowledge base to identify landslide
prone areas. Climate change may exacerbate the frequency, intensity,
and extent of landslide phenomena as well.

The year 2012 marked the tenth anniversary of the International
Consortium on Landslides (ICL). The consortium provides a global
platform for landslide research and for promoting landslide risk
preparedness. It has become a globally recognized platform and
stakeholder within the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction.
The International Programme on Landslides (IPL), an initiative of
ICL, represents an instrument which aims to conduct and dissemi-
nate international cooperative research and capacity building on
landslide risk mitigation, notably in developing countries.

UNESCO's support to ICL, to IPL, and to the journal Landslides
is unequivocal. In the course of the past 15 years, UNESCO has been
increasingly concerned with the study of landslides and the means of
warning and protection against them. This involves the promotion of
scientific research into their causes, mechanisms, and a means to
mitigate their effects and also the stimulation of international and
regional cooperation in this field of work. The objectives and mo-
dalities of operation of both ICL and IPL are in consonance with
UNESCO's functions and goals. The publication Landslides contrib-
utes to the dissemination and sharing of research results for which
UNESCO is a strong advocate.

Sharing and networking among specialized institutions and
relevant experts is extremely useful in addressing landslide prob-
lems. Landslides complements ICL and IPL by offering a common
platform for the publication of integrated research on all aspects of
landslides. The journal is now recognized as the main global peri-
odical devoted to landslides. It has been accepted at Thompson
Institute for Scientific Information for coverage in Science Citation
with impact factor of 2.216 in 2011. Over the past 9 years, Landslides

has been steadily serving to mobilize scientists, researchers, and
landslide experts for better assessment and mitigation of landslide
risk. It has succeeded in drawing together stakeholders from several
backgrounds, across different regions, sectors, and disciplines. It has
contributed to the advancement of knowledge on landslides, to the
promotion of innovation and technology for landslide risk early
warning and mitigation, and to furthering identification of measures
for landslide risk preparedness and mitigation. The journal promotes
sound scientific, engineering, and disaster management data and
information. It represents an established forum combining interna-
tional expertise in landslide risk assessment and mitigation studies;
therefore, it is an effective international reference publication serving
various academic and disaster management communities.

The intention to transform the journal Landslides from a quar-
terly publication to a bi-monthly one starting from vol. 10 in 2013 is a
clear indication of its success and the emerging need. I believe that it
will continue to be an important tool for organizations and individ-
uals whose efforts help elucidate the mechanisms of landslides and
reduce risks arising from them. Through supporting ICL and IPL, the
journal will pave the way for rich collaborative work regarding land-
slides in the preparations towards the post-2015 disaster risk reduction
framework, which is expected to succeed the Hyogo Framework for
Action. I wish to commend the numerous stakeholders and individ-
uals involved in the journal. My particular greetings go to its Editor-
in-Chief, Professor Kyoji Sassa, who continues to spare no effort in
promoting ICL, IPL, and the journal itself.
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