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The second JPR symposium, entitled “Responses of the 
photosynthetic systems to spatio-temporal variations in 
light environments: scaling and eco-devo approaches”, is 
scheduled for a May issue this year under the supervision 
of Drs. Hiroyuki Muraoka, Ichiro Terashima, and Yanhong 
Tang. In the outdoor environment, the quality and quantity 
of light available for photosynthesis change rapidly with 
regard to light environments within forest, canopy, branch, 
and leaf structures. How do plants respond appropriately to 
the changing light environments? Contributors to this sym-
posium report and discuss recent advances in the mecha-
nism and the process of photosynthetic acclimation of 
plants to the light environment, disclosing the flexible plant 
body plan for better photosynthesis.

I would like to invite all of you to propose a JPR sympo-
sium for the coming Annual Meeting of the BSJ to be held 
16–18 September 2016 in Okinawa. Two programs will be 
selected from applications, and recipients will receive some 
financial support from the BSJ and invitations for regular or 
review articles in the early issues of JPR 2018.

Current topics of plant sciences

Current Topics of Plant Sciences is a submission category 
of JPR, to which only BSJ award recipients had been 
invited. However, with increasing review article submis-
sions from general authors, we decided to accept their sub-
missions from 2016.

Our editorial policy continues

JPR provides opportunities for publishing across the 
breadth of plant sciences (Nishida 2013, 2014a, 2015a). 

As we begin the new year with the Journal of Plant 
Research (JPR), I would like to announce two important 
shifts in our activities: JPR symposium and Current Topics 
in Plant Sciences.

JPR symposium

JPR symposium is a special issue during the year, providing 
an opportunity to publish regular and review articles under 
specific topics. Contributors need to organize an interna-
tional symposium at the Annual Meeting of the Botanical 
Society of Japan (BSJ) two years in advance. In Septem-
ber 2014, two international symposiums were held at the 
Annual Meeting of BSJ at Meiji University, Kanagawa, and 
symposium contributors are ready for organizing JPR spe-
cial issues this year.

The first JPR symposium, entitled “The cutting edge of 
photoresponse mechanisms: photoreceptor and signaling 
mechanism”, is scheduled for a March issue this year under 
the supervision of Drs. Sam-Geun Kong, Koji Okajima, and 
Yoshito Oka. Plants utilize light ranging from ultraviolet to 
near infrared to induce various physiological responses. Sev-
eral specific molecules have been identified for specific light 
perception, but subsequent signaling events include many 
unknown steps. Contributors to this symposium report and 
discuss recent advances in physiological, molecular biologi-
cal, biochemical, crystallographic, and phosphoproteomics 
studies of light sensing and signaling mechanisms.
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The research areas include taxonomy, phylogenetics, and 
evolutionary biology/ecology and ecophysiological and 
environmental biology/morphology, anatomy, and struc-
tural biology/genetics, and developmental biology/physi-
ology, biochemistry, and molecular and cell biology/and 
other, related fields. We request that all manuscripts from 
non-native speakers of English undergo professional Eng-
lish editing, which is necessary for rapid reviewing and bet-
ter understanding by a readership outside their own research 
fields. To guarantee the originality and quality of accepted 
articles, we would like to welcome four new Editors for a 
2016–2019 term, Drs. David E. DeChaine, Tomoaki Nishi-
yama, Thomas Berberich, and Kintake Sonoike. I would 
like to acknowledge continued support from the current 
Editors, Drs. Atsushi Ebihara, Hajime Ikeda, Kouki Hiko-
saka, Rhett D. Harrison, Shuichi Sakaguchi, Ichiro Kara-
hara, Masaki Ito, Maki Katsuhara, and Shinobu Satoh. We 
welcome new Editorial Board members who begin their 
4-year terms in January 2016: Drs. Steffi Ickert-Bond, Ste-
ven R. Manchester, Wan-Jin Liao, Ülo Niinemets, Naoyuki 
Uchida, and Bhaskar Gupta. Graph presentation quality is 
helpfully checked by Junko Kadkhodaei, who also dedi-
cates herself to the efficient running of the Journal of Plant 
Research Editorial Office. Our Editorial Coordinator, Miles 
Peterson, continues to do a final brush-up of the articles, 
which is also highly appreciated. The highly professional 
support by the Springer team, especially Francina Sebas-
tian, Yuko Matsumoto, and Tomonori Kotajima, is also to 
be acknowledged for the outstanding contribution of JPR in 
plant sciences.

Special thanks are to be given to Profs. Masayoshi 
Kawaguchi and Hideo Yamasaki, who have done excellent 

jobs as Editors in the areas of genetics/developmental biol-
ogy and physiology/biochemistry/molecular and cellular 
biology, respectively, for the last 4 years. We also thank 
those who rotate off the Board including Drs. David E. 
Boufford, Tomoaki Nishiyama, and Tomokazu Koshiba. 
Drs. Misako Kato, Natsumara Kutsuna, Toshio Sakamoto, 
Shigemi Seo, Keiko Yoshioka, Kuo-Chen Yeh, and Gerrit 
T.S. Beemster graciously agreed to extend their missions as 
an Editorial Board Members.

Nominations for the JPR 2016 Awards will be wel-
come in early January 2016, and all JPR authors are eli-
gible. The journal’s impact factor recorded its best score, 
2.507, in 2014 (Nishida 2014), and the third highest score, 
1.823, in 2015 (Nishida 2015b). We continue to do our best 
to improve the international credibility of JPR (Nishida 
2015b). We wish you a Very Happy New Year and we wel-
come submissions of excellent articles in 2016.
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