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your company to become a corporate member. And please 
renew your own membership if you have not already done 
so.

Given that the number of submissions has been 
increasing each year (almost 200 manuscripts were 
submitted in 2016), we on the editorial staff have been 
attempting to become more selective in terms of the 
papers that we accept for publication. For instance, we 
have recently decided to no longer accept papers that 
the editors feel are not likely to be of interest to you, our 
international audience. We are also starting to demand a 
higher quality of English from our authors in their ini-
tial submissions. We remain sympathetic to authors from 
countries where English is not normally spoken and the 
associate editors will still help authors when and where 
they can at this initial stage, but we strongly encourage 
authors to have a native English speaker help them or to 
use a capable translation/language editing service (which 
is also offered by SpringerNature). I will continue to edit 
all of the papers once the reviewers and associate editors 
deem them worthy, but if the associate editors feel that 
improving the English of a submitted manuscript to the 

As you may have noticed, our journal has expanded once 
again! This issue includes 16 papers, and SpringerNature 
has already authorized the publication of that many papers 
in each of the issues to be published this year. This is a vali-
dation of our success and should help us decrease our back-
log of papers that have been published electronically but 
have not yet appeared in print. This higher number of 
papers in each issue also allows us to start backing off the 
policy we adopted about a year ago of thematically focus-
ing all of the papers in each issue. As a result, while most 
of the mine water papers in this issue are hydrology-ori-
ented, two are clearly not and were selected to diversify this 
issue. The next issue was already scheduled to represent 
our normal smorgasbord of topics, so you won’t see any 
change there, but the following issue, which would have 
been exclusively geochemically focused, will likely include 
some papers of broader interest as well.

Of course, those of you who are members of IMWA 
and subscribers to this journal can easily access the elec-
tronically published papers before they appear in print, in 
addition to all of our previously published papers. More 
information can be found at http://www.IMWA.info/associ-
ationcodes, but the key is that you need to first register with 
SpringerNature and thereafter type in your IMWA Associa-
tion Code to get free access to all of these papers. You will 
receive your individual 2017 IMWA Association Code by 
e-mail shortly after you pay your 2017 dues, which, by the 
way, is still only 60 Euros/year and only 30 Euros/year for 
students. If you feel that this is a great deal (as I do), please 
encourage your peers and co-workers to join IMWA, or 
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point that the paper will receive a fair review is beyond 
their abilities, they have been granted permission to 
immediately reject the paper for this reason.

This leads us to once again ask for volunteer associ-
ate editors, a job that does not need to be time intensive. 
On average, an associate editor facilitates about 10–15 
papers a year, sending papers out for review to appro-
priate individuals and then uses those reviews to decide 
which papers require major or minor revisions before 
publication. If you can read and write proficiently in Eng-
lish, and can find some time to help us process submitted 
papers, please e-mail me and let me know that you would 
like to become an associate editor. Three of our editors 
retired from those duties last year, so we would like to 
replace them.

We also need more volunteers to review papers. Review-
ers are the first to learn about new research and practices 
in our field and contribute their expertise to ensure that the 
manuscripts submitted receive a fair and informed techni-
cal review. Join us!

To the many of you (over 200) who have previously 
reviewed manuscripts for us, I want you to know that the 
editors and the authors truly appreciate your efforts. With 
this thought in mind, I would like to publicly thank all of 
you who reviewed papers in 2016.

First, I must start by thanking Mohammad Valipour, 
who once again has the honor of having reviewed the 
most papers; he somehow surpassed his previous total 
and reviewed 17 manuscripts in 2016! Amy Hudson, Pei-
yue Li, and Kevin Myers each reviewed six, while Ben 
Faulkner, Cleber Gomes, Jordi Guimera, and Walter Pohl 
each reviewed five. Margarete Kalin, Broder Merkel, Mar-
tin Mkandawire, Shane O’Neill, Xunchi Pu, and Mark Wil-
liamson each reviewed four papers. David Arcos, Mattias 
Bäckström, Magdalena Balintova, Charlotte Braungardt, 
Hank Edenborn, Douglas Hambley, M. Howladar, Andrew 
Johnstone, Sanaz Orandi, Nada Rapantova, Sui Wanghua, 
and Qing Yu each reviewed three manuscripts, and the fol-
lowing each reviewed two: Ahmed Abdelaal, Farshad Ali-
jani, Li Bo, Rosa Cidu, Andy Davis, Donglin Dong, Ted 
Eary, Scott Effner, Tülay Ekemen Keskin, Anita Etale, 
Michael Gabora, John Gale, Juliana Galhardi, Catherine 
Gandy, Gwendelyn Geidel, Ben Heinrich, Hadi Jafari, 
David Jones, Stefan Karlsson, Lucila Lantschner, Kim Lap-
akko, Gang Lin, Weiqun Liu, Jorge Loredo Godfrey Madzi-
vire, Jean Carlo S.S. Menezes, Gary Meyer, Steven Meyer-
hoff, Glenn C. Miller, Carmen Neculita, Alan Puhalovich, 
Eric Rosa, Angus Rowland, Petra Schneider, A.S. Sheoran, 
Alison Sinclair, Marilyne Soubrand, Gideon Steyl, Miran 
Veselic, Hao Wang, Thomas Wohlford, Christian Wolkers-
dorfer, Peter Woods, Hao Xu, and Huiyong Yin.

Finally, these volunteers all reviewed one manuscript: 
Carolina Abreu, Imtiaz Ahmad, Yassine Ait Brahim, 

Souhail Al-Abed, Lena Alakangas, Verma Amit, Mar-
garida Antunes, Olga Arefieva, Michel Aubertin, Carlos 
Ayora, Gerry Baker, Eduardo Balladares, Lee Barbour, 
Lesley Batty, Paul Baudron, Jenny Bearcock, Mostafa Ben-
zaazoua, Alistair Black, Anastasia Boronina, Cody Brad-
ley, David Brett, Serge Brouyère, Adrian Brown, Jamie 
Burns, Frantisek Buzek, Natalie Caciagli, Corinne Casiot, 
Peter Castiglia, René Homero Lara Castro, Juan Carlos 
Cerón García, Małgorzata Ciosmak, Michele Coleman, 
Richard Connelly, Maria Costa, Stefania Da Pelo, Julien 
Declercq, Isabelle Demers, Sevgi Demirel, Craig Divine, 
Grant Douglas, Anita Evenset, Gangwei Fan, Jim Fricke, 
Elaine Goetz, Jabulani Gumbo, Pingye Guo, Vinod Kumar 
Gupta, Peter Hatherly, Robert Hedin, Mfandaidza Hove, 
Robert M. Hughes, Jan Ilavsky, Sajjad Jannesar Mala-
kooti, David Janz, Adam Jarvis, Raymond Johnson, Győző 
Jordán, Candace Kairies-Beatty, Tania Kennedy Lisa Kirk, 
Nural Kuyucak, Thomas Lachmar, Roger Lee, Songnian 
Li, Shun Liang, Shouqiang Liu, Zaibin Liu, Lars Lovgren, 
Oswald Marinoni, Romy Matthies, Mamert Mbonimpa, 
Jutta Meier, Ron Mullennex, Manuel Olias, Nora Hilda 
Paños, Hari Pant, Daniele Pedretti, Krzysztof Polak, Vinay 
Prasad, Martiens Prinsloo, David Prudic, Esmaeil Rahimi, 
Atta Rasool, Jo Renshaw, Guy Riefler, Rafael Fernandez 
Rubio, Dale Rucker, Prafulla Sahoo, Robert Šajn, Devin 
Sapsford, Shibayan Sarkar, Gary Schudel, Martin Schultze, 
Jianjun Shen, Longqing Shi, Douglas Sims, Abhay Singh, 
Kerry Slatter, Bronislaw Smolski, Stephanie Somot, A. 
K. Soni, Peter Sottnik, Ryszard Staniszewski, Frank Sta-
pelfeldt, William Strosnider, Jacek Szczepinski, Solomon 
Tesfamariam, Enrico Tesser, R. K. Tiwary, Emma-Tuulia 
Tolonen, Wilfried Uhlmann, Brent Usher, Sinan Uyanik, 
Ingar Walder, Katherine Walton-Day, Changshen Wang, 
Christoph Weidner, Chris Weisener, Florian Werner, Bruce 
Wielinga, Frank Winde, Ke Xu, J.X. Yang, Paul Younger, 
Yifan Zeng, Wanfang Zhou, and Paul Ziemkiewicz. We 
thank you, one and all!

If you would like to help review papers, please go to 
http://www.editorialmanager.com/mwen to make sure that 
you are registered as a reviewer, that your e-mail address is 
correct, and that your areas of expertise are clearly identi-
fied. The last enables our associate editors to select manu-
scripts for you to review that you will find interesting. If 
your interests are described and you were somehow not 
asked to review a paper in 2016, just send me an e-mail and 
we will make sure that you receive the opportunity to help 
review papers in 2017.

Finally, in addition to our reviewers, I also want to thank 
our authors, without which there would be no journal, and 
you, our dedicated readers, without whom there would be 
no reason for this journal to exist. I, and the rest of the edi-
torial team, are grateful for your interest and support of this 
journal and our vibrant association.

http://www.editorialmanager.com/mwen
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We look forward to seeing many of you in a few months 
in Finland. Ann and I are enthusiastically planning (alright, 
Ann is doing all of the planning) our first visit to Scandi-
navia. If you, like us, are interested in working this year’s 
IMWA conference into your summer vacation plans, I sug-
gest you check the conference site (http://www.IMWA2017.
info) for information on the accompanying persons’ pro-
gram, the post-congress tour, and other activities to con-
sider doing in Finland. You should also have a look at the 
http://www.ICARD2018.org or http://www.IMWA2018.
info web sites. ICARD and IMWA will once again hold 
their conferences together—this time in Pretoria, South 

Africa. While there, take a few minutes to view the beau-
tiful ICARD|IMWA video that the conference organizers 
made for you.

Best Regards,

Bob Kleinmann, PhD
Editor-in-Chief
editor@MWEN.info
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