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3. The International Association for the Study of Pain 
defines nociceptive pain and neuropathic pain; how-
ever, it does not define psychogenic pain [3]. Based 
on Pubmed, the medical theory that psychogenic pain 
alone exists is not prevalent worldwide except Japan. 
I have often found the term psychogenic pain in Japa-
nese articles and English articles written by Japanese, 
but I have fairly infrequently found the term psycho-
genic pain in English articles written by non-Japanese. 
What is the difference between Japan and other coun-
tries regarding psychogenic pain?

Conflict of interest The authors declare that they have no conflict 
of interest.

References

 1. Nakamura M, Nishiwaki Y, Sumitani M, Ushida T, Yamashita T, 
Konno S, Taguchi T, Toyama Y. Investigation of chronic muscu-
loskeletal pain (third report): with special reference to the impor-
tance of neuropathic pain and psychogenic pain. J Orthop Sci. 
2014;19(4):667–75.

 2. Japan Society of Pain Clinicians: Guidelines for prescribing opi-
oid analgesis fo chronic non-cancer pain. Publication Depart-
ment, Shinko Trading Co. Ltd., Tokyo, 2012.

 3. Loeser JD (Chair, IASP Taxonomy Working Group): IASP Tax-
onomy. 2011. http://www.iasp-pain.org/Content/NavigationMenu
/GeneralResourceLinks/PainDefinitions/default.htm#Peripheraln
europathicpain.

Dear Sirs,
Japanese experts in the field of pain wrote an article about 
neuropathic pain and psychogenic pain [1]. In Japan, 
patients with medically unexplained pain are often diag-
nosed with psychogenic pain because fibromyalgia is not 
a common diagnosis among Japanese physicians. I some-
times examine patients who are diagnosed with psycho-
genic pain or suspected psychogenic pain. Almost all 
patients who are diagnosed with psychogenic pain or sus-
pected psychogenic pain are diagnosed with fibromyalgia 
or its incomplete form (chronic widespread pain or chronic 
regional pain). For these patients, I used a treatment for 
neuropathic pain including psychological therapy. I have a 
question about psychogenic pain.

1. What is a diagnostic criterion of psychogenic pain? Is a 
Hospital Anxiety and Depression Scale-Anxiety (and/
or the Hospital Anxiety and Depression Scale-Depres-
sion) score of 11 or higher the diagnostic criterion?

2.  The Japan Society of Pain Clinicians declared the 
existence of psychogenic pain alone [2], and a medical 
theory that psychogenic pain alone exists is now more 
prevalent in Japan. Did the authors use the term psy-
chogenic pain as psychogenic pain alone? Does psy-
chogenic pain alone exist?

This comment refers to the article available at doi:10.1007/s00776- 
014-0567-6.

An author’s reply to this comment is available at doi:10.1007/s00776- 
014-0625-0.
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