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Is dexmedetomidine really superior to propofol?
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To the Editor:
We read the article by Sriganesh et al. published ahead 

of print in your journal [1]. Based on a study conducted in 
60 patients, the authors concluded that “dexmedetomidine 
appears to be superior to propofol as a sole sedative agent 
for sedation during cerebral angiography in patients with 
subarachnoid hemorrhage.” We noticed that the sample size 
calculation by Sriganesh et al. is based on the onset time 
for sedation in pediatric patients undergoing magnetic res-
onance imaging. The validity of this extrapolation to cer-
ebral angiography (CA) needs to be confirmed. We feel that 
the authors should have conducted a pilot study and then 
calculated the sample size. In an ongoing trial in our center, 
on a similar patient population with similar intervention 
drugs, we conducted a pilot study. We calculated the neces-
sary sample size to be as large as 92 patients in each group 
in order to show significant differences in movement dur-
ing CA. Sedation for diagnostic CA needs to be evaluated 
further in patients of different grades of subarachnoid hem-
orrhage, as the sensorium of the patients will significantly 
influence the choice of drug and its dosages.
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