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Dear Editor,
We would like to comment on the paper published by

Garrido-Siles et al. about the new cutaneous toxicities of ge-
nerics docetaxel [1]. We had a similar but undocumented expe-
rience with docetaxel. We used the original molecule until
2012; then, we switched to generics. Having successively used
three different generics of docetaxel, we noted an increase in
docetaxel-induced skin toxicities, especially grades 3–4.

We would also refer to the paper published by Vial
et al. who evaluated the quality of 31 commercially
available generic formulations of docetaxel purchased
in 14 countries by comparing their docetaxel content,
impurity levels and pH, versus those of the original
docetaxel. Their study demonstrated that 90 % of the
generic docetaxel formulations evaluated contained in-
sufficient active drug, high levels of impurities or
both with potential impact on efficacy and safety of
docetaxel [2].

These two articles involve ethical considerations:

– Should we inform the patient about the increasing risk of
skin toxicities?

– One of the generics studied increased the relative risk of
skin toxicities nine times compared to the original docetax-
el. What cut-off of cutaneous toxicity should we accept?

In our opinion, the burden of cancer on patients is suffi-
ciently high in terms of quality of life. We should not accept
any increase of toxicity by the use of generics.
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