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Dear Editor,

In recent issue of ‘Wiener klinische Wochenschrift’, we have 
read the article entitled “May Mean Platelet Volume lev-
els be a predictor in the diagnosis of pelvic inflammatory 
disease (PID)?” by Incebiyik et al. [1] with interest. The 
authors concluded that mean platelet volume (MPV) val-
ues were significantly decreased among patients with PID. 
To the best of our knowledge, this is the first study assess-
ing the relationship between MPV and PID. We would 
like to thank the authors for their valuable contribution. 
On the other hand, we would like to report few concerns 
about this study from a methodological point of view.

Firstly, the prognosis of PID is associated with chronic 
and recurring PID, tubal scarring and obstruction, pres-
ence of abscesses of the ovaries, fallopian tubes, and 
other pelvic areas [2]. Additionally, the diagnosis of PID 
should have been supported with microbiological meth-
ods such as gram stain, culture and PCR tests for either 
N. gonorrhoeae or C. trachomatis. Early evaluation of 
the disease and prompt treatment may reduce the unde-
sired complications and ameliorate some of the long 
term sequelae [2]. In this context, the authors could have 
evaluated their cases according to these parameters that 
affect disease severity.

Secondly, it was demonstrated that autoimmune 
disorders, thrombocytopenia, congestive heart failure, 
acute pulmonary emboli, thyroid functional abnormali-
ties, local or systemic infections, malignancy, inflam-
matory diseases, and many drugs may potentially affect 
MPV levels [3]. It would have been better, if the authors 
had mentioned these other MPV effecting factors while 
evaluating the associations between MPV and PID.

Additionally, the authors did not mention about the 
type of the tube in which blood tests were performed. 
As it has been reported earlier in previous studies, MPV 
levels augment over time in ethylenediaminetetraacetic 
acid (EDTA) anti coagulated samples [4, 5]. So, it would 
have been better, if the authors had made a specific state-
ment about the amount of time that elapsed between 
taking the blood samples and measuring MPV since any 
problem and a delay in measurements may affect the 
MPV values [6].

Lastly, although the findings of the authors were sta-
tistically significant, could this parameter be useful in the 
evaluation of individual patients for diagnosis of PID?

We believe that further research is required to show 
the relationship between MPV and PID.
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