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In today’s fast changing global health-care environ-
ment, this journal’s aspiration is to contribute in many 
directions. Within the network of our academic partners 
we would like to extend the frontiers of cardiovascular 
research and to make all innovations accessible to more 
patients around the world.

I would like to address in the next issues special top-
ics of pivotal importance to the cardiology community 
such as coronary interventions, aspects in valvular heart 
disease, available diagnostic and treatment capabilities, 
education and training of young cardiologists, treatment 
algorithms for special patient populations, and many 
unanswered questions and challenges in cardiology such 
as how to use novel oral anticoagulants (NOACs) and do 
no harm. Anticoagulation and thrombosis management, 
viewpoints on interventional techniques and devices, 
bioresorbable scaffolds—will they change the landscape 
for coronary artery disease (CAD)? Getting further in 
computed tomography and magnetic resonance imaging 
possibilities, what is evidence-based in risk factor man-
agement of coronary heart disease? Not to forget health-
care economics and reform!

I plan to ask experts in these fields to write a subed-
itorial. In this issue, we focus on the new guidelines of 
the American College of Cardiology/American Heart 
Association on valvular heart disease. Prof. Dr. Julia 
Mascherbauer—from the Medical University of Vienna—
has provided an excellent statement emphasizing the dif-
ferences in the transatlantic viewpoints.

The emergence of transcatheter aortic valve implan-
tation (TAVI) is timely and this technology needs to be 
evaluated very carefully. Not only clinical outcomes, but 
also patient selection, valve function, paravalvular regur-
gitation, and need for pacemaker implantation have to 
be assessed very strictly before extending TAVI to lower-
risk patients. The TAVI physicians’ wish list is long and 
technical features of novel systems are encouraging.

Finally, I would like to thank heartily all submitters to 
the cardiology section.

Enjoy reading the topics in this issue of WKWO.
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