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Dear Sir,

We would like to thank Drs Fujinaga and Nishino [1] for their
thoughtful response to our retrospective study of children with
ANCA-associated glomerulonephritis at our single center.

First, we would like to compliment them on their favorable
long-term outcomes in their patients. We also agree that earlier
detection of urinary abnormalities by routine screening of all
school-age children does allow for earlier detection of this rare
disease. This is supported by a trend toward an earlier median
age of presentation of 7.3 years in the aforementioned
Japanese cohort as compared to 13.7 years in our study [2].

Additionally, in a study of 31 Japanese patients by Hattori
et al. published in 2001, nine patients (29 %) developed end-
stage renal disease (ESRD) [3]. These patients with ESRD
tended to have a longer latency period between disease onset
and diagnosis, and they were less likely to have their disease
detected by urine screening. However, these differences were
not statistically significant between those patients with ESRD
and those patients with normal renal function [3]. As such,
early detection likely plays a role in improved renal outcomes
despite similar immunosuppression treatment protocols

between the U.S. and Japanese cohorts. However, we also
recognize that there are potentially other factors that could be
further explored that may contribute to the outcome discrepan-
cies, including myeloperoxidase versus proteinase 3 positivity,
gender differences, as well as ethnic and environmental factors.
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