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Dear Editor;
We congratulate Tao et al. [1] for their study entitled
‘Relationship between mean platelet volume and reti-
nopathy of prematurity’. The authors investigated the
association between mean platelet volume (MPV) and
the occurrence of type 1 retinopathy of prematurity
(ROP) by sampling the peripheral blood platelet indices
1 week prior to laser surgery. They concluded that ele-
vated MPV is associated with the occurrence of type 1
ROP. We think that this is an important finding
explaining the role of platelets in the development of
ROP, and we would like to express our reservations
about the study.

It is known that preterm infants have an increased
risk of developing some morbidities such as necrotizing
enterocolitis (NEC), bronchopulmonary dysplasia (BPD),
and intraventricular hemorrhage, as well as than ROP.
Dani et al. investigated the relation between MPV and
the occurrence BPD, and they reported that high MPV
is an independent risk factor for the development of

BPD [2]. They also found that the development of
ROP is significantly high in the BPD group. Miner
et al. investigated the factors affecting the severity of
NEC and reported that higher MPV values are associat-
ed with the development of higher grade NEC [3].
However, Tao et al. included in the study premature
infants that developed ROP and healthy premature in-
fants, but they did not apply any exclusion criteria for
the subjects.

It is known that morbidities of premature infants such
as NEC and BPD last long or develop around the ges-
tational age of 33–34 weeks, and we think that these
conditions can affect the MPV values. We wonder
whether the authors excluded the infants that have such
morbidities, and if they did, after the exclusion, whether
the difference in MPV is still significant.
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