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Josef Rösch passed away at the age of 90 on January 17,

2016. He was a leading interventional radiology pioneer

and a giant in the field. Josef was born in Pilsen, Cze-

choslovakia on April 27, 1925, the second of three children

born to Rudolf and Anna Rösch. He spent the first 26 years

of his life in Pilsen. Josef entered the Medical School of the

Charles University in Pilsen in 1945. He graduated in 1950

and shortly afterward married Bohunka Pavlickova, whom

he met during his studies. They were married for 65 years

and had two children. After specializing in Radiology,

Josef began working in the Central Military Hospital in

Prague and eventually attained the rank of lieutenant

colonel.

In June, 1963 Josef, then secretary of the Czechoslovak

Radiologic Congress, invited Charles Dotter to deliver the

meeting’s keynote address. Dotter’s lecture, ‘‘Angiographic

techniques of the future,’’ promoted the concept of the

angiographic catheter becoming the new, modern surgical

scalpel. He went on to describe the theoretical technique of

percutaneous transluminal angioplasty. Josef and Charles

became friends and Dotter, who was chairman of the

Department of Diagnostic Radiology at University of Ore-

gon Medical School (now OHSU), invited Josef to come to

Portland for a one-year fellowship in 1965. However, it took

Josef two years to obtain permission from the Czech gov-

ernment to leave the country. Even then his whole family

was not permitted to accompany him. Josef and his

daughter, Eva, went to Portland, while his wife and son, Jon,

remained in Prague. Finally, during the ‘‘Prague Spring’’ in

October, 1967 they were allowed to join Josef in Portland.

During his fellowship in Portland, Josef had the oppor-

tunity to visit and lecture at several West Coast medical

schools. After visiting UCLA, he was offered and accepted

a one-year fellowship there. In 1968, the Prague Spring

was crushed by the Soviet Union. Josef and his family

made the difficult decision not to return to Prague but to

remain in the United States. Shortly afterward, Josef

accepted Charles Dotter’s offer to come back to Portland

for a permanent position on the OHSU faculty where he

continued to work until his death as a distinguished pro-

fessor of Diagnostic and Interventional Radiology. In this

role, he was a venerated, beloved teacher, role model, and

friend to generations of young physicians both in the

United States and internationally. Josef was preceded in

death by his daughter, Eva, and wife, Bohunka. He is

survived by his son, Jon, and grandchildren, William and

Amanda.
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Josef was a wise man and wonderful teacher. He used to

say that if one were unsuccessful after five minutes of

trying to selectively catheterize a certain artery, one should

either ‘‘Change the catheter or change the hands.’’ His

philosophy was ‘‘you could learn a lot from watching

others closely – both how to do things and how not to do

them.’’ He frequently said ‘‘If you want to learn about a

subject, write a paper on it.’’ ‘‘If you really want to learn a

lot about a subject, write a book on it.’’ And write he did!

He was the first author or co-author of 495 published sci-

entific papers, book chapters, and books. He spent the last

year of his life writing his autobiography completing it

shortly before he passed away. Presently, it is in publica-

tion. Josef had an extremely strong work ethic. His work

was his life.

Josef was a pioneer and great leader in the development

of interventional radiology. He had an extraordinary aca-

demic and research career. Josef conceived the procedure

of TIPS and performed it experimentally on animals.

Millions of patients have benefitted from this procedure. In

addition, Josef was the first person to control acute gas-

trointestinal hemorrhage with embolization. He popular-

ized the technique of transjugular liver biopsy as an

interventional radiology procedure and also pioneered the

technique of fallopian tube catheterization to treat female

infertility. Also, Josef was the first to use of self-expand-

able metallic stents to treat stenoses and occlusions of the

major veins, esophagus, and trachea. Later in his career,

Josef turned his attention to the use of the internet to dis-

seminate interventional radiology education. He made

numerous interventional radiology teaching movies,

videos, and CDs.

During his career, Josef was awarded the Gold Medal of

5 prestigious interventional radiology societies. In addition,

he received the lifetime achievement award from the

Cardiovascular and Interventional Radiology Society of

Europe and was the only radiologist to be awarded the

distinguished lifetime achievement award from the Amer-

ican Heart Association. An endowed chair, the Josef Rösch

Chair of Interventional Radiology Research, was estab-

lished at OHSU in his honor.

Josef was a man of vision and big goals. He was the

driving force in establishing the Dotter Interventional

Institute which he considered his most notable achieve-

ment. Josef organized the Mount Hood research forum that

included the hike around Mount Hood for four consecutive

years—71 km in one day! Anyone who completed this hike

will never forget it. Josef always remained close to his

native Czechoslovakia organizing 8 annual Interventional

Radiology Workshops in Prague to introduce the latest

interventional radiology techniques to Eastern European

radiologists. These meetings were the precursor to CIR-

SE’s European School of Interventional Radiology. Many

radiologists from both the Czech Republic and Slovakia

traveled to Portland to visit the Dotter Interventional

Institute and do research with him. In his later years, Josef

mentored innumerable Dotter Institute research fellows in

writing and publishing their papers.

Despite all of his success and achievements, Josef was a

gentle and dignified person. His kindness was evident to

all. Interventional radiology has lost a great leader and

pioneer and the world has lost a great man.
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