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Dear Sir

Thank you very much for your comment. Indeed, we

agree that Integra can be used in many different situations.

Among more than 600 free flaps we have performed, we

had no case in which it was impossible to cover the pedicle

with soft tissues. Nevertheless, this eventuality could hap-

pen when the soft tissues are less present like in the distal

third of the lower limbs. To overcome this situation, we

always try to raise the pedicle as long as possible to reach

the vessels for the anastomosis in the middle third of the leg.

We usually perform an end-to-side arterial anastomosis on a

good vessel like the posterior tibial or peroneal artery as far

away as possible from the damaged area to cover with the

flap. Moreover, when we suspect we could face some dif-

ficulties in inserting the pedicle in the surrounding tissues,

we design the flap specifically so that it presents a prolon-

gation to protect the pedicle allowing for good soft tissue

coverage of it. In other occasions, we could also cover the

pedicle under a tension-free local skin flap and repair the

donor site with a skin graft. Nevertheless, we agree that in

similar cases, Integra can be a good option as demonstrated

by Leclere et al. [1] and as you suggested.

We would like to thank you again for your valuable

suggestion.
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