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We appreciate the interest shown by Finsterer et al. in our

article [1]. We agree with Finsterer et al. that not all cases

of left ventricular non-compaction (LVNC) are due to

genetic etiologies. The possible causes can include

acquired or environmental factors as stated in our discus-

sion. The aim of our article is to define a strategy to

evaluate the etiology of LVNC in paediatric patients when

a genetic cause is suspected. As highlighted by Finsterer

et al., we have included neuromuscular diseases (in

Table 2) and mitochondrial disorders (in Table 3) as dis-

eases associated with LVNC in our article.

Any conclusion on the pathogenesis on the mechanism

remains speculative at best currently [2, 3]. The genes

listed in the Tables 3 and 4 have been reported to be

associated with LVNC. We certainly do not mean to imply

that association is equivalent to direct causal relationship,

and the information in the tables is by no means exhaus-

tive. They serve as a brief reference for the reader.

In summary, the aim of our article is to the approach to

diagnose the underlying genetic causes in a pediatric

patient with LVNC. We hope that it will be a useful

resource for a busy clinician who is assessing a paediatric

patient with LVNC.
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