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Sir,
We were interested to read the paper by Doğan and

colleagues published in International Urogynecology
Journal online in April 2016 [1]. Their study was
aimed at evaluating the validity and reliability of the
Turkish version of the Global Pelvic Floor Bother
Questionnaire (GPFBQ). The author mentioned that the
construct validity of the GPFBQ was assessed by con-
firmatory factor analysis (CFA). They found that the
GPFBQ is composed of four dimensions.

Although the data are interesting, some methodolog-
ical and statistical issues should be considered. We as
readers think that the authors used explanatory factor
analysis (EFA) instead of CFA. EFA and CFA are two
different statistical methods that should be distinguished
from one another. In EFA, independent groups or fac-
tors are identified. The criterion for the extraction of
factors is mainly an eigenvalue over 1. CFA, however,
is used to evaluate the robustness of results from an

EFA in independent data sets or testing an a priori hy-
pothesized structure from previous studies in a new data
set [2]. Moreover, if the authors did carry out CFA, it is
necessary for the utility of performing of CFA to be
assessed by some sort of goodness-of-fit statistics, such
as the comparative fit index (CFI) and root mean square
error of approximation (RMSEA) [2].
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