
In Memoriam 

L E O N  H. KEYSERLING 
1908-1987 

Leon H. Keyserling, 79, a lawyer and 
economic consultant, died August 9, 1987 at 
George Washington University Hospital. 

He was born in Charleston, SC, and after 
graduating from Columbia University in 
1928 and the Harvard Law School in 1931, 
he taught briefly at Columbia. 

Mr. Keyserling served as legislative 
assistant to Senator Robert F. Wagner, and 
was instrumental in the development of 
federal housing programs. At that time Leon 
was the principal draftsman of a $3 billion 
public works bill, the wage and hour 
provisions of the National Industrial Recov- 
ery Act of 1934, the National Housing Act of 
1935, and the Wagner National Labor 
Relations Act of 1935. He also helped to 
draft portions of the 1935 Social Security 
Act. 

In 1946 he joined the Truman Administra- 
tion's Council of Economic Advisers, serving 
successively as the Council's vice chairman 
and chairman. America skillfully disengaged 
from a world war and returned to peace but 
not depression--as many had feared. Suc- 
cess was in large part through the efforts of 
the talented and tenacious Mr. Keyserling. 
His essay on postwar employment later 
became the basis for the Employment Act of 
1946. 

After leaving the government in 1953, 
Leon served as an economic consultant. 
Included among his clients were the govern- 
ments of France, India, and Israel. In 1971, 
he retired from business to devote himself to 
the Conference on Economic Progress, a 
private, nonprofit research concern he 
personally founded in 1954. Leon served as 
its president and director until his death. 

Even in retirement, Mr. Keyserling played 
a major part in drafting legislation which 

established the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development and the 1978 Hum- 
phrey-Hawkins Full Employment and Bal- 
anced Growth Act. 

An author of more than 30 monographs, 
Leon received awards from organizations 
ranging from the Martin Luther King Jr. 
Center for Social Change to the Industrial 
College of the Armed Forces. 

Mr. Keyserling served as Vice President of 
the Atlantic Economic Society from 1978-79. 
Between 1977 and 1985, the Atlantic Eco- 
nomic Society was honored to have Leon 
present five major invited addresses at its 
national and international meetings. 

Leon authored several important articles 
that appeared in the Atlantic Economic 
Journal, dealing with the changing role of 
the Council of Economic Advisers, national 
economic policy, international implications 
of U.S. economic policy, and the need for 
corrective policies to improve U.S economic 
performance. Leon's work always evoked 
respect and critical discussion from all sides 
of the ideological spectrum. 

Our deepest sympathies go to his wife, 
Mary, who stood by him since their marriage 
in 1940. An economist in her own right, 
Mary is a former head of the Women's 
Bureau of the Department of Labor, a 
position she held during the Johnson 
Administration. 

Everyone who knew Leon had a high 
regard for his intellectual leadership and the 
impact he had on U.S. economic policy 
spanning six decades. The Atlantic Eco- 
nomic Society is honored and enriched by 
the legacy Leon Keyserling has left to the 
profession. 
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Managing Editor 


