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                    Summary
The records of 427 patients with gastric cancer have been reviewed and the various types of X-ray abnormalities produced by the tumor have been correlated with the clinical course following surgery. The 5-year survival rate for the entire series was 11 per cent. Patients with X-ray evidence of an ulcer of the pars media without a mass had superior follow-up results. The 5-year survival rate for cancer of the pars media with indeterminate X-ray findings, usually resembling benign ulcer, was 30 per cent.
Patients with carcinoma of the antrum and an X-ray picture resembling benign antral disease had a 5-year survival rate of 25 per cent. The X-ray findings in such patients included such changes as an antral crater, diffuse antral narrowing, or irregularities of the curvatures of the antrum without evidence of a mass lesion.
The favorable prognosis in cancer of the stomach which resembles lesser curvature ulcer or benign antral disease is explained by the morphologic characteristics of the tumor. A large proportion of such cancers prove to be small, and a considerable number are of the superficial spreading variety.
Small cancers located either in the pars media or antrum may be associated with diffuse radiologic abnormalities in the antrum which are not the direct result of neoplastic infiltration. Such X-ray changes are presumed to result, at least partly, from spasm and are comparable to the antral spasm which may be associated with benign ulcer.
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