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                    Abstract
Acute obstructive suppurative cholangitis is a pathologic condition that does not exhibit a distinct clinical presentation and severity. The mere presence of suppuration in an obstructed biliary tree may not be associated with over-whelming sepsis. Urgent therapeutic intervention is mandatory only in those patients with clinically severe and progressive disease, for which the term “severe acute cholangitis” seems more appropriate. Acute cholangitis develops when an obstructed biliary tree becomes colonized by bacteria. Bacterial colonization is more frequent with choledocholithiasis than with malignant strictures, with choledocholithiasis being the most common cause of acute cholangitis. However, the increased use of non-operative manipulation of the biliary tree results in more patients with acute cholangitis secondary to malignant obstruction, since the risk of acute cholangitis after direct cholangiogram is higher with malignant obstruction. Not only is there a higher risk of acute cholangitis but the systemic sepsis tends to be more severe with malignant obstruction because of the problem of incomplete drainage. When cholangitis develops in the presence of a stent, few of these patients have local symptoms such as abdominal pain or jaundice.



                    
    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                     to check access.
                                

                            

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Access this article

                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    Log in via an institution
                                                    
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                    

                                    
                                        Institutional subscriptions
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                    

                                

                            
                        

                        
                            
                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                        
                    

                    

                    

                    References
	Boey JH, Way LW (1980) Acute cholangitis. Ann Surg 191:264–270
PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Thompson JE, Pitt HA, Doty JE Coleman J, Irving C (1990) Broad spectrum penicillin as an adequate therapy for acute cholangitis. Surg Gynecol Obstet 171:275–282
PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Leung JWC, Chung SCS, Sung JJY, Banez VP, Li AKC (1989) Urgent endoscopic drainage for acute suppurative cholangitis. Lancet I:1307–1309

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Reynolds BM, Dargan EL (1959) Acute obstructive cholangitis. A distinct clinical syndrome. Ann Surg 150:299–303
PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Glenn F, Moody FG (1961) Acute obstructive suppurative cholangitis. Surg Gynecol Obstet 113:265–273
PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Ostermiller W, Thompson RJ, Carter R, Hinshaw DB (1965) Acute obstructive cholangitis. Arch Surg 90:392–395
PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Dow RW, Lindenauer SM (1969) Acute obstructive suppurative cholangitis. Ann Surg 169:272–276
PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Hinchey EJ, Couper CE (1969) Acute obstructive suppurative cholangitis. Am J Surg 117:62–68
PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Gigot JF, Leese T, Dereme T, Coutinho J, Castaing D, Bismuth H (1989) Acute cholangitis. Multivariate analysis of risk factors. Ann Surg 209:435–438
PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Lai ECS, Tam PC, Paterson IA, Ng MMT, Fan ST, Choi TK, Wong J (1990) Emergency surgery for severe acute cholangitis. The high-risk patients. Ann Surg 211:55–59
PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Csendes A, Diaz JC, Burdiles P, Maluenda F, Morales E (1992) Risk factors and classification of acute suppurative cholangitis. Br J Surg 79:655–658
PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Lai ECS (1990) Management of severe acute cholangitis. Br J Surg 77:604–605
PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Lai ECS, Mok FPT, Tan ESY, Lo CM, Fan ST, You KT, Wong J (1992) Endoscopic biliary drainage for severe acute cholangitis. New Engl J Med 326:1582–1586
PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Flemma RJ, Flint LM, Osterhout S, Shingleton WW (1967) Bacteriologic studies of biliary tract infection. Ann Surg 166:563–572
PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Lipsett PA, Pitt HA (1994) Cholangitis: Non-toxic and toxic. In: Blumgart LH (ed) Surgery of the liver and biliary tract, 2nd edn. Churchill Livingstone, New York, pp 1081–1089

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Csendes A, Sepulveda A, Burdiles P, Braghetto I, Bastias J, Schutte H, Diaz JC, Yarmuch J, Maluenda F (1988) Common bile duct pressure in patients with common bile duct stones with or without acute suppurative cholangitis. Arch Surg 123:697–699
PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Rosenow EC (1921) Focal infection and elective localisation of bacteria in appendicitis, ulcer of the stomach, cholecystitis, and pancreatitis. Surg Gynecol Obstet 33:19–26

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Ong GB (1962) A study ofrecurrent pyogenic cholangitis. Arch Surg 84:199–225
PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Dineen P (1964) The importance of the route of infections in experimental biliary obstruction. Surg Gynecol Obstet 119:1001–1008
PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Sung JY, Shaffer EA, Olson ME, Leung JWC, Lam K, Costerton JW (1991) Bacterial invasion of the biliary system by way of the portal-venous system. Hepatology 14:313–317
PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Patey DH, Whitby LEH (1933) The paths of gall bladder infection: An experimental study. Br J Surg 20:580–589

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Deviere J, Motte S, Dumonceau JM, Serruys E, Thys JP, Cremer M (1990) Septicemia after endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography. Endoscopy 22:72–75
PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	McPherson GAD, Benjamin IS, Habib NA, Bowley NB, Blumgart LH (1982) Percutaneous transhepatic drainage in obstructive jaundice: Advantages and problems. Br J Surg 69:261–264
PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Raper SE, Barker ME, Jones AL, Way LW (1989) Anatomic correlates of bacterial cholangiovenous reflux. Surgery 105:352–359
PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Lai ECS, Lo CM, Choi TK, Cheng WK, Fan ST, Wong J (1989) Urgent biliary decompression after endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography. Am J Surg 157:121–125
PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	O'Connor MJ, Schwartz ML, McQuarrie DG, Sumer HW (1982) Acute bacterial cholangitis. An analysis of clinical manifestation. Arch Surg 117:437–441
PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Carrigan WE, McGowan JW (1958) The effect of antibiotic agents on residual biliary infection. Surgery 43:465–475
PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Neoptolemos JP, Carr-Locke DL, Leese T, James D (1987) Acute cholangitis in association with acute pancreatitis: Incidence, clinical features and outcome in relation to ERCP and endoscopic sphincterotomy. Br J Surg 74:1103–1106
PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                


Download references




Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	Department of Surgery, The University of Hong Kong, Queen Mary Hospital, Hong Kong
C. M. Lo & Edward C. S. Lai


Authors	C. M. LoView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	Edward C. S. LaiView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar







About this article
Cite this article
Lo, C.M., Lai, E.C.S. Causes and clinical manifestations of severe acute cholangitis.
                    J Hep Bil Pancr Surg 3, 9–11 (1996). https://doi.org/10.1007/BF01212772
Download citation
	Received: 04 July 1995

	Accepted: 12 October 1995

	Issue Date: March 1996

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/BF01212772


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        


Key words
	cholangitis
	causes
	clinical manifestations








                    
                

            

            
                
                    

                    
                        
                            
    

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        Access this article


                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Log in via an institution
                                                        
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                

                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                        

                                        
                                            Institutional subscriptions
                                                
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                                
    
        Advertisement

        
        

    






                            

                            

                            

                        

                    

                
            

        

    
    
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					52.91.129.199
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	






    