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In studying the history of science, we may divide all natural sciences into two groups, modern science and traditional sciences. Modern science should not be called ‘Western’, because it incorporated several traditional sciences from other parts of the world, directly or indirectly, and has grown up to become a global science. There are three main lines of traditional sciences in the Old World, East Asian (predominantly Chinese), South Asian (predominantly Indian), and Ancient Mediterranean-Islamic-European science. Of course, there are also several small lines and branch lines of traditional sciences.
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