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                                    Abstract
Solar water heating is the best proven and most cost effective thermal use of solar energy. During the last two years, nearly half a million square metre of collector area have been installed in India in systems with capacity varying from 100 1/day to 50,000 1/day. However, the design methods for choosing the reference month, for fixing up tilt/orientation multiplier or incident angle modifier, for taking into account the radiation variability around mean monthly values, for relating the instantaneous test efficiency curve to collector sizing and for fixing the criteria for choice of system configuration have largely been ignored in actual practice. This paper seeks to present an overview and possible approaches to application practice in context of the systems adopted in developing countries in general but with particular reference to India.
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