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                    Abstract
Prior to the founding of new China there were only a few chlor-alkali plants. In 1949 the total capacity for caustic soda on the China mainland was 15 000t/year. Since then the chlor-alkali industry has gone through vigorous expansion. Up to 1987 the total output of caustic soda amounted to 2·7 million t/year, i.e. 180 times the capacity in 1949.
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