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Water-soluble hydrophobically associating polymers have been the subject of extensive studies over the past decade because of fundamental interests in their molecular self-organization phenomena in relevance to biopolymer systems and also in their nanoscopic molecular architectures in connection to materials science. This class of polymers is also the focus of industrial research because of its utility in a variety of applications such as paints, coatings, drugs, cosmetics, personal care goods, flocculation, colloid stabilization, oil field formulation, and rheology modification.1,2
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