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                     Abstract
Northeast Asia including China has a vast land area that hosts many ethnic groups living in diverse environmental conditions. Its ecological diversity is matched with diverse cultural heritages, including forest-related cultures. There is a rich tradition of managing the villagers’ common forests, with well-organized institutions in accordance with traditional religious customs of the local communities. People of village groves and community common forests such as the ‘fengshui’ forest in China, ‘satoyama’ in Japan, and ‘maeulsoop’ in Korea have kept their traditional knowledge about forest ecosystems that provide physical, cultural and spiritual amenities to local communities. People in this region have been protecting some of their forests as seed and water conservation reserves, while some forest areas have been used traditionally as sources of medicinal herbs and food. Agroforestry has long been a common practice for the production of food, timber, and fibre in the region and has gained vitality when integrated with modern technology, in particular in China. Many species of medicinal herbs as well as mushrooms continue be collected, and cultivated, in the forests of Northeast Asian forests. Traditional forest-related knowledge, however, has been eroding in Northeast Asia as countries in this region have become industrialized and influenced by economic globalization. This rapid loss has been exacerbated by government policies promoting infrastructure development and free trade. In order to protect traditional forest-related knowledge, it should be given proper recognition and an equitable role alongside scientific knowledge in social decision-making. Suitable regulations should also be implemented in order to protect the local peoples who have created and inherited traditional forest-related knowledge. It is imperative, therefore, that scientific knowledge be integrated with traditional forestry-related knowledge.
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