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                     Abstract
Focusing particularly on the European countries in which Jan Hoem has lived his life, we provide an overview of aging and mortality developments in Europe over the last decades. According to the United Nations, Europe is already the oldest continent in the World and will retain its rank for the foreseeable future. It has mainly been reduced mortality rather than low fertility or selective migration that has contributed to this development. If current death rates persist, more than 91 % of Swedish newborn girls can expect to reach age 65. Of those, 75 % will be able to celebrate their 80th birthday. Improved survival chances among the elderly have been essential for the continued increase in life expectancy during recent decades. The number of healthy life-years has continued to grow as well, coinciding with reduced inequalities in age at death. Whereas, these developments are welcome from an individual’s perspective, they put pressure on social security systems in Europe. We conclude by suggesting that the redistribution of work commitments throughout the life course might alleviate some of these challenges for the welfare states.
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                     Notes
	1.The old-age dependency ratio is the percentage of population aged 65 years and above to the population aged 15–64.


	2.The “universe” in mortality variations refers to: “Starting from a level of mortality corresponding to an expectation of life at birth of about 25 years, the populations of the various areas have been moving with varying degrees of rapidity towards a level corresponding to an expectation of life at birth of about 75 years” (United Nations 1968: 7).


	3.According to their estimations, the average annual increase in the mean age of the female population in Sweden between 1980 and 1985 was mainly attributed to mortality change (≈61 %), while migration (≈35 %) and fertility (≈4.4 %) played only minor roles.


	4.For example, between 1910 and 1935, the number of births in Sweden dropped about 40% from 135,625 to 85,906, according to estimates from the Human Mortality Database (results not shown).


	5.Often denoted as ω in the demographic literature.
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