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                                     Abstract
All patients have the right to privacy and the reasonable expectation that the confidentiality of their personal information will be rigorously maintained by all healthcare professionals. The protection of privacy and confidentiality is both an ethical obligation and a legal obligation. Nevertheless they are not absolute obligations and must often be considered in the light of other obligations. In this chapter three categories of protections, uses and disclosures are each considered:
• protections, uses, and disclosures of patient information for their healthcare (Section 11.3.2);
• protections, uses, and disclosures of patient information for healthcare purposes not directly related to their healthcare (Section 11.3.3); and
• obligations and justifications for the disclosure of patient identifiable information for purposes not related to their healthcare (Section 11.3.4).
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                             Notes
	1.This chapter on confidentiality is grounded on the European Standards on Confidentiality and Privacy in Healthcare (2006) developed through the work of the EuroSOCAP Project (QRLT-2002-00771). The Standards were written following detailed consideration of the needs of vulnerable patients – particularly children and young people, older people, homeless people, people with mental health problems, prisoners, people with an intellectual disability, and people who lack decision-making capacity.


	2.See also Chapters 5 and 8.


	3.See also Chapter 8.


	4.See also Chapter 9.


	5.See also Chapter 22.


	6.This may be valid especially in epidemiologic research: see Chapter 26.
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