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                    Abstract
This is a newcomer in the antiacne repertoire. The Italian group of Nazzaro-Porro, Caprilli, and Passi reported in 1973 that the yeast Pityrosporum was able to oxidize unsaturated fatty acids to yield dicarboxylic acids. Diacids with a chain length from C8 to C13 are competitive inhibitors of tyrosinase in vitro and might therefore affect melanin synthesis. In preliminary trials a 20% azelaic acid cream had a bleaching effect on hyperpigmented conditions such as toxic melanoderma, melasma, and lentigo maligna. It was coincidentally observed that acne also improved.
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