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                                    Abstract
Heart failure is defined primarily as the inadequate delivery of blood to the peripheral systemic circulation. In other words, decreased cardiac output is the result of abnormal cardiac function. In addition there is the phenomenon of pulmonary and/or peripheral congestion. The links between these two clinical pictures — inadequate peripheral perfusion and venous congestion — are highly variable. Pumping performance may be only moderately diminished despite marked congestion or profoundly reduced even though congestion is minimal.
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