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                                     Abstract
At its crux, the debate whether Active SETI is a dangerous endeavor focuses on differences of opinion as to whether ETI would engage in ethical egoism (selfishness) toward humanity or ethical altruism (benevolence). Many critics of Active SETI employ a line of reasoning similar to the Precautionary Principle often utilized in the regulation of health and the environment. Several aspects of human behavior actually render the Precautionary Principle and related risk-balancing methods of dubious utility in sorting out competing risks. These same flaws apply equally to the Active SETI debate, in particular to the question of ETI egoism versus altruism. The Precautionary Principle encourages those engaged in the Active SETI debate to focus solely on one risk (egoistic and dangerous ETI) while ignoring other risks that are at least as likely if not more likely (such as lost “opportunity benefits” from contact with altruistic and benevolent ETI). Active SETI critics also ignore the very real political risks to science in general and SETI in particular that are created by possibly unfounded assertions of danger.
Keywords
	Active SETI
	Altruism
	Egoism (ethics)
	Extraterrestrial intelligence
	METI
	Precautionary Principle
	Risk analysis
	Risk communication
	Risk perception
	SETI




                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                   This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution.
                                                
                                            

                                        

                                    
                                
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
 
  
   Buying options

   
    
     	
       
        Chapter
      
	
       
        USD   29.95
       

      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


             
      	Available as PDF
	Read on any device
	Instant download
	Own it forever

Buy Chapter
     

    

    
     	
       
        eBook
      
	
       USD   39.99
      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


        
      	Available as EPUB and PDF
	Read on any device
	Instant download
	Own it forever

Buy eBook
     

    

    
     	
       
        Softcover Book
      
	
       USD   54.99
      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


        
      	Compact, lightweight edition
	Dispatched in 3 to 5 business days
	Free shipping worldwide - see info

Buy Softcover Book
     

    

    
     	
       
        Hardcover Book
      
	
       USD   54.99
      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


        
      	Durable hardcover edition
	Dispatched in 3 to 5 business days
	Free shipping worldwide - see info

Buy Hardcover Book
     

    

   

  

  
   Tax calculation will be finalised at checkout

   Purchases are for personal use only
Learn about institutional subscriptions
  

 

 
 


                                        

                                    
                                
                            

                            

                            
                            
                                
                            


                            

                            

                             Notes
	1.It is worth nothing here that the strength and historical accuracy of this analogy/assumption has been questioned by some, including recently by Kathryn Denning (2010b) and, at least in the case of indirect contact between cultures—as may be the case if SETI succeeds—Paolo Musso (2012).


	2.Billingham and Benford (2011) disagree regarding passive SETI, claiming it carries no “innate risk”; others beside Penny take a contrary view or at least do not rule out the possibility that passive SETI may also present at least theoretical risks (Musso 2012; Baum et al. 2011).
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